22 JAN 1998
Mahat hi r -t eam
PM QUESTI ON OF STEPPI NG DONN DOES NOT ARl SE

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 22 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today the question of him stepping down does not arise because the
governnment works as a teamin tackling the country's econom ¢ woes.

"I don't hear anything about stepping down at all,"” the prinme mnister
said inreply to a question by a foreign reporter of to whether he intended
to step down owing to the current economc crisis.

He said the governnent did not function on the basis of individuality.

He said this after chairing the inaugural National Econom c Action
Council (NEAC) neeting at the Prine Mnister's departnment, here.

The prime mnister cited the National Econony Action Council as an
exanpl e where they worked hand-in-hand in resolving problens faced by the
country.

"W are a team here. W don't function just based on any particul ar
i ndi vidual ,” Dr Mhathir said.

Turning to the Australian reporter who had posed the question, he said:
"That is a very indirect way of asking nme when |I'm stepping down, isn't
it?... It's a very clever way of putting the question.”

Dr Mahathir, flanked by Deputy Prinme M nister and Fi nance M nister
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahi mand Economnic Advisor to the Governnent Tun Daim
Zai nuddi n at the news conference, said there was a need for everyone to
wor k toget her.

He said this was necessary to face the current problens facing the
country.

Asked if the NEAC di scussed the increase in the prices of goods,
particularly essential itenms, he said the governnment had yet to decide
whet her or not to allow price increases.

He said although the council discussed the matter, it did not nake any
deci si on.

"But we feel it is inportant for us not to cause traders to stop
tradi ng because they |ose," he said.

To anot her question by the Australian reporter as to what Ml aysia
woul d do to inprove ties with Australia during the visit by its Prine
M ni ster John Howard to Mal aysia on Feb 22-24, Dr Mahathir said: "Be
friendly, | suppose.” -- BERNAVA
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