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| nnovate or be | eft behind

INthis conpetitive gl obal business environment, intensified by the
information technology age, it is inperative that Ml aysia i nnovate and
keep inproving its products. Wile the alternative may not be a conplete
dem se as the fam liar warning goes, the country will surely lag far

behi nd others who are nore enterprising.

Earlier this nonth, a pertinent rem nder cane fromthe Japan Externa
Trade Organisation and the Institute of Devel opi ng Economi es foll ow ng
their jointsurvey. Wiile it was pointed out that the views expressed were
those of the individual authors, nonethel ess they are a useful guide.
According to their report, if Asean countries are to conpete with their
rivals outside the region and ensure |long-termgrowth, they nust upgrade
the structure of their industries, particularly their export industries.
This means that they should adopt "a pattern of growh | ed by inprovenents
in productivity brought about by introduci ng new technol ogi es and
devel oping a nore skilled workforce".

Mal aysia's top | eaders are by no neans unaware of the need for the
country to nove in this direction if the plan to becone an industrialised
nation by the year 2020 is to becone a reality. In particular, the nation
has to possess the capability to i nnovate hone-grown technol ogy to
manuf act ure products for local and foreign consunption. This has in fact
been Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's clarion call. On
Tuesday, | aunching the Ml aysi an Advanced Sci ence, Technol ogy and
Engi neering Research Centre at the Bukit Jalil Technol ogy Park Ml aysi a,
he delivered another rem nder to Mal aysi ans and i ndustries alike. Dr
Mahat hir gave the necessary inpetus in stating that "we nmust believe fully
inour ability to invent and produce world standard products". The
Governnent, he stressed, will always be supportive of |ocal endeavours.

To translate the nation's dreaminto reality, human resources
devel opnent and the infrastructure to produce new products and net hods are
prerequi sites. Professionals such as product and packagi ng desi gners,
engi neers and material scientists are essential manpower.

Government financial and other assistance to facilitate research and
devel opnent, standards testing, patent registration, marketing and
advertising as well as production of trial products are vital. One
inmportant area is patent registration which has to be nmade easier and | ess
expensi ve. Perhaps, Ml aysia should enulate the Germans with their one-
stop centre to provide fast gui dance and i nformation on patent
registration to the nation's innovators and i nventors, w thout hassle and
huge expenses.

Clearly, our schools, colleges and institutions of higher |earning nust
be fully geared for the inportant task of producing the required
technocrats. The rel evant governnent departnents and agencies, too, should
be wel |l equipped to effectively play their role of facilitating
assi stance. |If local expertise is not avail able, steps nust be taken
i medi ately to introduce the rel evant courses and training to create the
requi red pool of resources. Overseas training should be considered if it
is necessary and this is a priority.

Undoubtedly, it will be a long haul towards realising such a vita
national goal. Gven the commitnent by all concerned to work at it, there
is no reason why we cannot succeed.
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