14/ 07/ 1998
| nokom | aunches first van

Davi d Ong- Yeoh
| NDUSTRI Otonotif Konmersial (M Sdn Bhd (Inokon) has | aunched its first
product, the national 1-tonne van called | nokom Pernas.

Based on the Renault Trafic, the Permas cones in | ong wheel base, short
wheel base, high roof, standard roof, basic and deluxe variants, with
seating for two to 11 passengers.

It is priced between RW1, 746 and RW5, 864 for the panel vans, and
bet ween RVMB3, 909 and RMB5, 228 for the w ndow vans.

The Permas is powered by Renault's 2,165 cc nultipoint injection 4-
cylinder engine.

As a commercial vehicle, it features a high roof design which provides
standing room and all ows for easy | oading, a | ow | oadi ng height, sliding
si de | oadi ng door, |oad anchorage points, and twin rear doors that open 90
or 180 degrees.

It is also available as a panel or wi ndow van. In the panel vans, a
protective tubul ar steel bul khead behind the driver's seat protects the
driver fromany cargo that night be thrown forward

For the driver and passengers, the Pernas features a user-friendly
dashboard, car-1like seats, courtesy lights in the front and rear cabin
and a fold-down witing table. The dashboard | ayout includes a clock, trip
met er, two-speed wi pers and swivel air vents.

The front-wheel drive five-speed Pernmas is al so equi pped with power
steering, and an environnment-friendly engine.

The Permas is assenbled at the I nokomfactory, located on a 8lha site in
Kulim Kedah. Oficially opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on 15 Novenber 1997, construction of the factory began in late
1995 and was conpleted in the second quarter of 1997.

The RMLOO million factory has a maxi mum capacity of 40,000 vehicles a
year on a two-shift basis.

Besides its own research and devel opnent, I nokomis al so devel opi ng
autonoti ve vendors in the northern region to supply it with parts and
components by providing themw th technical assistance, assisting themto
attain 1SO certification and venture into new nmarkets overseas.

I ncorporated in Cctober 1992, |Inokom has an authorised capital of Rvb0O
mllion and a paid-up capital of RMLOO million.

A joint venture between Ml aysia, France and South Korea, |nokom s |oca
partners are Berjaya G oup Bhd (35 per cent), Polis Di Raja Ml aysia
Cooperative subsidiary Pesumals (M Sdn Bhd (30 per cent) and Hyumal Mbtor
Sdn Bhd (5 per cent).

Its foreign partners are notor vehicle nmanufacturers Renault (15 per
cent) from France and Hyundai Motor Conpany (15 per cent) from South
Kor ea.

Berjaya G oup Bhd and Pesunmals (M Sdn Bhd have two representatives each
on the board of directors, while Hyumal Mtor Sdn Bhd, Renault and Hyunda
Mot or Conpany are represented by a director each.
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