19/ 11/ 1998
I nsol ence shown by his aides too that night

P. Matt

| HAVE nmany American friends, living in Ml aysia and abroad, and | know
they woul d not condone what Vice-President Al Gore did as a guest of

Mal aysi a and Mal aysi ans, at the Apec Business Summit recently.

Involved as | was in organising the event, | was al so aghast at the
i nsol ence shown by his aides that night. | would just nention two
incidents to illustrate.

When the US Vice-President arrived at the holding roomon the fourth
floor of Putra Wrld Trade Centre, the venue of the summit, one aide told
the PWC staff to turn off the air-conditioner

H s reason: Sonebody coul d have sent in poison through the air-
conditioning duct! To conply, the PWC engi neer would have had to turn off
the central air-conditioning system with disastrous results. O course
t he engi neer refused.

As | was briefing the Master of Cerenonies for the gala dinner, another
aide of the Vice-President canme to nme and said we should first announce
the arrival of the Malaysian Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad
and, only after his arrival, announce the arrival of Gore.

And he proceeded to tell ne the exact wording of the announcenent. |
told himvery politely that | did not take instructions fromhim

As far as | was concerned, the Ml aysian Prine Mnister should arrive
after Gore. But, despite the fact that the Master of Cerenoni es announced
the arrival of Gore, he did not walk into the hall. He only wal ked in
after the Prine M nister had done so.

Havi ng insulted the PWC staff, and then the Malaysian Prinme Mnister,
CGore proceeded to insult Ml aysians and guests of Ml aysia with his now
i nfanous remarks.
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