27/ 11/ 1998
Di sastrous to instil negative attitudes

Suryani Dalip

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Negative attitudes towards certain | eaders
instilled in children by parents will lead to the birth of an aggressive
generation, National Unity and Social Devel opment M nister Datin Paduka
Zal eha I smai | sai d today.

The incul cati on of such attitudes could influence the next generation
who would in the end render null the achi evenents of the present
| eader shi p.

Zal eha said this would result in an inmmoral, violent and indisciplined
generati on.

She said this after launching the National Fanmily Day and I nternationa
Fam |y Day cel ebrations at the Institute of Islanic Understandi ng Mal aysi a
t oday.

Zal eha | aunched a book on famly tips produced by the Nationa
Popul ati on and Fam |y Devel opnment Board and presented prizes to wi nners of
the International Poster Contest 1998 held in New York recently. The
contest was organi sed by the United Nations Popul ati on Fund.

Mohd Shafiq A Jalal of Sekol ah Kebangsaan Tami ng Jaya, Sri Kenbangan,
won the first prize in the nine to 12 age category. Qi Chun Gee and
Syari fah Radzi ah Syed Khairuddin won the second prize in the 16-18 and 19
and above age categories respectively.

Zal eha said parents should instil in their children positive attitudes.

"I know there are certain parties using the Internet to express their
di sagreenent towards ny statenents regarding this matter. But | don't care
since what | amdoing is for the benefit of the society.”

Recently, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad had said that
there were parents and teachers who were poi soning the m nds of children
and pupils to hate the Governnent.

Earlier in her speech, Zaleha said with the country devel opi ng rapidly,
t he demands of individuals and society would i ncrease.

She said inability in fulfilling these needs would result in econonical
soci al and psychol ogi cal pressure on the famly.

"Parents unable to cope with the pressure cannot function effectively in
nurturing and teaching their children or even in handling famly crisis.”

Research has found that this inability was the nain reason for the
increase of social ills such as domestic viol ence and dadah abuse.

Zal eha said the National Population and Fam |y Devel opnent Board through
the National Social Action Plan had been carrying out programmes focusing
on children, youth and parents in the formation of positive attitudes in
fam |y institutions.
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