17/ 06/ 1998
Call for an integrated national ocean policy

M chel I e Sheares

MALAYSI A needs a conpr ehensi ve and coordi nat ed nati onal ocean policy for a
nmor e i nt egr at ed approach t owar ds ocean managenment and governance. The
policy will al so coordinate policy outputs, enforcenent and ot her rel ated
activities for better utilisation of scarce natural resources.

The i ntegrated ocean policy will, anong ot hers, address the structural
weaknesses in the sector by sector approach to ocean nanagenent, which is
currently being practised.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said the national ocean
policy is urgently needed.

"A better coordinated ocean policy will hel p the Governnent address the
deficit in the service account in our bal ance of payment where a | arge
portion of the RMB.6 billion deficit in the service sector of the bal ance
of paynment in 1997 was the result of the high inport of shipping
services," he said at the opening of a two day conference on Ccean
Governance in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

A sector approach is too restrictive as it treats the ocean in isolation
or separately fromthe terrestrial, when in actual fact, the ocean and
| and mass shoul d be devel oped together as an integrated unit to produce an
effective ocean nanagenent policy.

To achi eve this, Business Tines understands that a National Ocean Policy
Council, to be chaired by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad,
wi Il be established soon. The Maritinme Institute of Malaysia (M m) had
sent a proposal on the council to the Transport Mnistry two years ago.

Dr Ling said the national ocean policy will provide a policy tool in the
pronoti on of ecol ogi cal | y sust ai nabl e devel opnment of Mal aysi a' s ocean
resources, both for wealth creati on and environnental protection

Due to the conplexity of the ocean and its nultiple purposes, no single
Government | et al one an agency on its own can undertake to manage it.

"This shared responsibility for sustaining the vitality of the resources
at sea shoul d becone the basis for a nutual, rather than conpetitive,
managenent system W need to find cooperative nmechani snms which can
override traditional concepts of sovereignity and control the ocean for a
comon pur pose, " he said.

The m nister said a national policy will also overcone i nconsi stencies
among federal, state and | ocal agencies in exercising regul atory
jurisdictions over marine activities.

Currently, he said, Malaysia is party to nore than 10 i nternati ona
maritime treaties including the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Laws
of the Sea.

"It isdifficult to inmagi ne howa nation can hope to honour all these
obligations under these treaties without effective coordination. Thisis
yet anot her consideration for a national ocean policy."

M ma director-general Dr BA Hanzah tol d Busi ness Ti nes the environnent,
shi ppi ng, port and maritine transport sectors are treated as separate
policies, whenin fact there nust be a systemto integrate the coasta
zone with the sea

"CQcean industries have becone i nportant sources of forei gn exchange for
t he nation. Shipping, oil and gas, for exanple, contributed 13 per cent to
t he gross donestic product of Mal aysia, when in fact, we believe the
ratio, if proper accounting of the maritime sector is undertaken, is
closer to 20 per cent now. "



Hanzah added that if the productivity of the ocean sector can be
increased, it will certainly mnimse the inpact of the current econonic
uncertainty. "Likewi se, if we can attract newinvestnents in the ocean
sector, this would al so nake a positive inmpact."
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