30/ 10/ 1998
I nt egrat ed waste plant | aunching on Nov 7

Est her Tan
KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The country's first integrated schedul ed waste
managenent plant will be officially launched on Nov 7.

The multi-mllion ringgit plant at Bukit Nanas, Negri Senbilan, was
compl eted after about three years.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environnent M nistry deputy secretary-genera
(1) Dr Islahuddin Baba said today Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad had been invited to | aunch the plant.

An official fromKualiti Al am Sdn Bhd, the conpany given the 15-year
concession to finance, construct and operate the facility, said the plant
had al ready begun full operations.

The conpany has obtained a permt to operate the plant.

To date, Kualiti Al am has received sone 60,000 tonnes of schedul ed
wast e.

The official said 740 conpani es whi ch generate schedul ed waste had
signed an agreenent with Kualiti Alamto use the facilities.

Depart nent of Environnent director-general Rosnani |barahi msaid Kualiti
Alam had carried out trial runs for the incinerator a few nont hs ago.

She hoped factories would send their waste to the plant instead of
storing it on their prem ses.

On the fee schedule for the services offered by the plant, Rosnani said
the interimrate inposed by the Cabinet on Feb 26 | ast year was stil
bei ng used.

"Kualiti Alamand the industrial sector have not come to any agreenent
on a permanent fee structure yet. As such, they will continue using the
current rate."

The Cabi net had |l ast year directed Kualiti Alamto reduce its proposed
fees by 10 per cent as an interimneasure to enable the two parties to
wor k out a permanent fee structure.

Thi s was because Kualiti Alamand the industrial sector could not come
to a conprom se on the rates.

The industrial sector had conplained that the rates proposed by Kualiti
Al am were too high.

The interimfee structure was to have been revi ewed after Decenber | ast
year.

Kualiti Alamsaid it could not work out another fee schedul e w thout
sufficient data such as the anobunt and type of waste factories wuld send
to the plant.

The nore than RMB18 million plant was built follow ng conplaints from
factori es about the absence of such a facility in the country.

They had conpl ai ned that they were forced to store their schedul ed waste
on their prem ses.

The plant now consists of a landfill; a solidification facility which
stabilises liquid waste or sem -solid sludge; a physical/chenica
treatnment facility which treats inorganic |liquid waste such as spent acid,
al kal i ne, cyani de and chromate waste; and an incineration facility which
treats all organic waste and can destroy conbustible materials.

The solidification plant is capabl e of processing 15,000 tonnes of waste
a year, the physical/chem cal treatnent plant about 5,000 tonnes and the
incineration facility about 30,000 tonnes.

The plant is designed to treat all the 107 schedul ed wastes listed in
the Environnent Quality (Schedul ed Wastes) Regul ati ons 1989.
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