17 SEP 1998
Mbeki - Mahat hi r
| NTERNATI ONAL CURRENCY TRADI NG NEEDS REFORM SAYS MBEKI

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 17 (Bernamm) -- South African Deputy President Thabo
Moeki today held talks with Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad
whi ch anmong ot her things touched on the need for reformin the
i nternational currency trading.

In the one-and-a-hal f-hour discussion, the two | eaders noted that the
ref ormwas necessary as renedi es suggested by the International Monetery
Fund (1 MF) to overcone financial crisis particularly in Southeast Asia has
failed to produce the desired result.

Briefing reporters after the nmeeting, Foreign Mnistry's
Under-Secretary for West Asia, Africa and Organisation of Islanmc
Conference (O C) Datuk Deva Mohd Ri dzam Abdul | ah said Dr Mahathir al so
updat ed Moeki on Mal aysia's econom c situation and the neasures taken to
over cone econom c probl ens.

Moeki, who arrived yesterday for a week-1ong working visit, is making
his first visit as South African Deputy President and as the President of
the African National Congress (ANC).

The visit is at the invitation of Dr Mahathir.

Today's discussion, a followup to an earlier discussion when Dr
Mahat hir visited South Africa in July, was also attended by Speci al
Functions M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

Deva said both | eaders al so exchanged views on situation in Southern
Africa especially on devel opment in Congo, N geria and Angol a.

Moeki is scheduled to have an audi ence with the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Ja' af ar tonorrow before | eaving for Pul au Pangkor for a retreat.

On Monday he will address the Third Mal aysi an- Sout h Afri can Busi ness
Forum at a hotel here.

The Deputy President will also attend the closing cerenmony of the
Commonweal th Ganes XVI.
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