21/ 11/ 1998
Inter-state water supply guidelines still being drafted

Ei rmal asar e Bani

THE Public Works Department (PWD) is still drafting the guidelines for
proposal s concerning the inter-state water novenent project, which is the
Nati onal Water Resource Council's solution to ensure adequate water supply
t hroughout the country by the year 2004.

"We are still in the process of outlining the details of the
requi rements for the project. W expect design work for the project to
begin only next year," an official of the departnment said.

The departnent was instructed by the National Water Resource Council in
June to cone up with guidelines such as how nmuch a recipient state wll
have to pay for water from another state.

The inter-state water novenent project is to see that states with excess
wat er supply themto those facing a shortage

The PWD of ficial, who declined to be naned, said details of water
charges can be worked out as the project goes on.

He said work to prepare the outlines of the project is taking a |ong
ti me because every proposal needs approval fromall state governnents.
"The work is done on a consensus basis with state governnments, and we need
their consent for each proposal."

The official said the first phase of the project will begin with
tunnel ling work to channel water fromresource-rich Pahang to Sel angor
whi ch has the country's biggest denmand for fresh water

Thi s phase of the project is expected to take four years to conplete,

i nvol ving digging a 37kmtunnel to bring water from Pahang catchnent areas
to fill three danms in Sel angor - Klang Gates, Senenyih and Sungai Langat.

The second phase of the project will channel excess water fromPerak to
Penang and Kedah, the official said.

Wirks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said on Thursday that up to five
conmpani es are expected to submt plans to the Econonic Planning Unit for
the RM billion first phase of the project that will be privatized.

The National Water Resource Council, chaired by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, was set up after nany parts of the country
suffered serious water shortages between March and July this year. The
wor st shortages occurred in the Kl ang Vall ey.

At the council's first nmeeting |last June, several issues were di scussed
i ncluding the node and structure of paynents for various types of water
consunption, such as donestic usage, power generation and agricul ture.

There is currently an agreenent to divert supply to water-deficient
states but charges will have to be worked out, Dr Mahathir had said

The di stance fromthe sources of water to the receiver cropped up
because tunnelling mght be required to channel the water. It was al so
deci ded that the Federal Constitution need not be anmended to facilitate
t he establishnent of the council

M nistries represented in the council include the Wrks Mnistry,
Primary Industries Mnistry, Science, Technol ogy and Environnment M nistry,
Agriculture Mnistry and Energy, Communications and Multinmedia Mnistry
(fornerly Energy, Tel econmuni cations and Posts M nistry).
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