28/ 08/ 1998

Long-termplan to turn Kuching into nodern city

KUCHI NG Thurs. - The RML50 million Sungai Sarawak Regul ati on Schene, the
first of its kind in the State, is meant not only as a river regul ation
project but forns part of the State Government's | ong-term programme to
turn Kuching into a nodern nmetropolitan city.

Basically, the SSRS conprises three el enents, nanely a barrage of five
radi al gates controlling the river, a 125mlong by 25mw de ship | ock, and
a 435mlong four-lane road bridge over both barrage and | ock.

M nister for Infrastructure Devel opment and Conmuni cati ons Dat uk Wng
Soon Koh said the SSRS project formed part of the Kuching Quter R ng road
system which is a systemof roads built on the outer periphery of the
city tomnimse traffic volume in the city centre

He sai d phase one of the project started in 1992 with the construction
of the Bako causeway across the Sungai Sarawak. It links Petra Jaya to the
bustling Denak Laut industrial estate (formerly known as Sejingkat).

Phase two invol ves the construction of the barrage-cum bridge and the
final phase is a rock fill damat Jalan Keruing to connect Pending to
Demak Laut.

Wng said with the barrage, it was now possi bl e to reduce occurences of
flash floods in the city, cut saline intrusion into the Batu Kitang water
catchment area, regul ate the Sungai Sarawak river |evel and prevent flow
of muddy sediments to the Santubong peninsula which is a tourism area.

The SSRS, about 10kmfromthe city, was opened by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad this norning.

Sarawak Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnmud said by the year 2020,
the city itself was expected to be honme to sone 1.5 million people and as
such proper planning had to be done now so that the place could develop in
an orderly manner. The city's popul ation is around 400, 000.

Anong those present at the function were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd
Ali, Puan Sri Laila Taib and Deputy Chief Mnisters Tan Sri Al fred Jabu
anak Nunpang and Datuk Dr George Chan Hong Nam
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