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| NVESTMENT | N SPORTS NOT WASTED, SAYS DR MAHATH R

KUALA LUMPUR, July 11 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
Mal aysia's investment in sports will not be wasted because it will create a
physically and nentally healthy society, which will in turn contribute

towar ds noul di ng a successful nation

The Prime Mnister said investnent in sports al so brought high returns
to the nation through the inculcation of fighting spirit, perseverance,
determ nati on and conmitnment in the people besides instilling
sel f-di scipline and nobl e val ues.

"Al though what is inportant now is w nning in whatever way possible,
nevert hel ess sporting spirit must not be discarded,"” he said when
officiating the RMBOO m|lion National Sports Conplex at Bukit Jali
t oni ght .

In the opening speech at the main stadi umwhich can accommodat e 100, 000
people, the Prine Mnister said sports would al so becone an industry that
woul d contribute to the country's econom ¢ devel opnent because popul ar
sporting events had conmercial potential in advertising, television
broadcast, radi o, nagazi nes, newspapers, sports wear and various sporting
equi prrent .

"At the same tinme, athletes have the opportunity to conmand hi gh i ncone
and in fact becone rich as a professional sportsman,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said the National Sports Conplex would not have been built
if it could not bring in returns fromsporting and other events held there.

According to him Ml aysia was fortunate for deciding to build the
sports conpl ex before the econom c woes had set in, otherw se, the
construction cost would have been very much higher

"I'f we were to build the conplex now, its cost would definitely
i ncrease many fold, in fact we would certainly not be able to afford it,"
he said.

The opening of the majestic and state-of-the-art National Sports
Conplex did not only reflect Malaysia's determnation to make the 16th
Commonweal th Ganes as the nost spectacul ar sporting event but also to turn
it into a synbol for excellence in sports which would hopefully becone a
national culture.

He was confident that Ml aysians were capable of successfully hosting
t he Conmonweal th Ganes, the second biggest sporting event in the world
after the A ynpic Ganes.

The 16t h Conmonweal th Ganes is scheduled to be held here from Sept 11
to 21.

The Prime Mnister said it was not easy to manage such a massive event
because physical facilities alone were insufficient to ensure its success.

"Mal aysia can do it if we are confident that we are capable,” Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

VWhat was inportant, he said, was efficiency in nanagi ng the ganes, the
first ever being hosted by a Cormonweal th nenber country in Asia.

He sai d cooperation between everyone involved was inportant in managing
such a major event, especially during the duration of the actual neet.

Dr Mahathir said as the Commonweal t h Ganes was being participated by
all the ethnic races in the six continents in the world, nanely Europe,
Asia, Africa, North Anerica, South America and Cceani a, Ml aysi ans woul d be
able to see alnost all the top athletes in the world in action

At the cerenony, Dr Mahathir al so announced the new nanes for the



facilities at the conmplex known as the National Sports Conplex, that is,
the main stadiumis now nanmed Stadi um Nasional, the indoor stadiumis naned
Stadi um Putra and the swi nmng conplex is now called the National Aquatic
Centre.

The Hockey Stadiumw ||l be known as the National Hockey Stadium the
squash stadi um known as the National Squash Centre and a hill near the
Nati onal Sports Conplex will be called Bukit Komanwel.

Two facilities at the Bukit Kiara Sports Conplex were al so given new
nanmes, that is, StadiumJuara for the indoor stadi umand National Lawn
Bowl s Centre for the | awn bowl s conpl ex.

Earlier, when comm ssioning the Light Rail Transit (STAR LRT) system
fromthe city centre to Bukit Jalil, Dr Mahathir said the successful
conpl etion of the STAR LRT system ahead of schedule to herald the
Commonweal t h Ganes had proven that Ml aysian conmpani es were capabl e of
shoul deri ng heavy responsibility.

The STAR-LRT service is the main transportation systemthat is expected
to ferry sports fans to the National Sports Conplex to watch the
Commonweal th Ganes.

Dr Mahathir said the mass public transport system was the nopst
i nportant node of transport for a big city like Kuala Lunmpur which had a
popul ati on of nore than two mllion now.

He said Kual a Lunmpur should actually have one light rail systemonly
but because |ocal investors were smaller, and | acked capital and
experience, four systens owned by separate conpanies had to be created.

Dr Mahathir said the STAR- LRT faced a major test with regard to its
capability and efficiency when ferrying passengers to the National Sports
Conpl ex.

"Treat it as a challenge and nmake sure that all sections function
snoot hly and wel | .

"Renmenber that there will be many foreign visitors using the transit
system and what they see will be a reflection of Malaysia as host to the
Commonweal th Ganes, " he sai d.
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