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I nvestment in water treatnent plants

Val erie Ng

EQUI VENTURES Sdn Bhd, the Johor Baru water supply privatisation
concessionaire, has invested over RM600 nmillion to date on infrastructure
and facilities for two water treatnment plants.

The conpany, which is the first water supply operator in Ml aysia to be
awarded the M5 | SO 9002 certification, has also committed anot her RWVR20OO
mllion for such projects until 2001.

The virtual opening of one of the two plants, the Sungai Johor Water
Treatment Plant in Kota Tinggi, was held in Johor Baru on Saturday via
mul ti medi a technol ogy by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad

The plant is said to be the country's npbst nodern autonated water
treatnment plant.

The other plant is the Sungai Layang Plant which primarily supplies to
the Pasir Gudang industrial zone and Johor Baru

Both plants supply some 370 million litres of water daily to the city
and its surroundi ngs, which neet 80 per cent of the district's daily
requirenments.

Equi vent ures was awarded a 20-year concession in June 1992 to supply
potabl e water to the Johor Baru district, which now has over one mllion
resi dents.

The conpany is a joint venture between Kenbangan Dinamik (M Sdn Bhd (49
per cent); Pilecon Engi neering Bhd and French firm Suez Lyonnai se des
Eaux (25.5 per cent each).

Prior to the launch, Dr Mahathir wi tnessed the signing of a nenorandum
of understanding for research and devel opnment between the conpany, its
techni cal partner Suez Lyonnai se des Eaux and Universiti Teknol og
Mal aysi a.

Under the MoU, the three parties will focus efforts to devel op
i nnovati ve solutions for water resource managenent in Ml aysi a.

The agreenent included research into water resources and reservoir
managenent, water treatnent technol ogi es and i nformati on technol ogi es
ai med at benefiting the Johor Baru district.

Meanwhi | e, Dr Mahathir al so witnessed the MU signing cerenony between
Johore Tenggara G| Pal m Bhd and Tekni k Segar Sdn Bhd, to jointly pronote
and devel op a Bi otechnol ogy Park at Ladang Sisek in Kota Tinggi.

The park woul d contain the necessary infrastructure conducive to the
devel opnent of bi ot echnol ogy includi ng a bi otechnol ogy Sci ence Park, City
and Theme Par k.

It is expected to contribute significantly to research and devel opnent
in tropical plants and hence increase food production in the country.
Local as well as foreign conpanies with high research and devel opnent
conm tment are encouraged to establish their units in the park.
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