12 DEC 1998
Mahat hi r - Raci ng
MAHATHI R AVED BY SEPANG | NTERNATI ONAL FORMULA ONE RACI NG CIRCU T

SEPANG Dec 12 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today
he is inpressed with the new RVM86-million Sepang International G rcuit
(SIC which is of international standard and anong the best in the world.

The Prime Mnister said although he had not seen many Formul a One
racing circuits, the SIC was far better than the Fornula One track in
Por t ugal

He was confident the SIC would gain international recognition as one of
the best circuits in the world and attract many worl d-cl ass raci ng
chanpi onshi ps.

He al so expressed the hope that one day the chanpion of the Wrld
Formul a One Raci ng Chanpi onship would energe fromthe SIC

Dr Mahathir al so congratul ated the parties responsible to build the
5.542km circuit which could accommobdate 130, 000 spect at ors.

The circuit was conpl eted ahead of schedul e before the Fornula One
raci ng schedul ed for October next year, he told reporters after opening the
facility.

He congratul at ed Perusahaan O onobil Nasional Berhad (Proton), the
nati onal car manufacturer, for being the first conpany to use the circuit
for the Proton International 300km Merdeka Race.

Dr Mahathir later flagged-off the qualifying rounds of the race

He said he was confident the circuit would bring in revenue for
Mal aysia particularly in wooing foreign tourists when international Formula
One chanpi onshi ps are held there.

"This is crucial for Malaysia' s economc growh,” said Dr Mahathir, who
is also First Finance M nister

The prime mnister said he had been told that the Fornula One
chanpi onship to be held at the SICin Cctober next year is expected to
attract two billion spectators worl dw de.

He hoped the spectators would come to Malaysia not only to witness the
chanpi onship but also visit the various tourist spots in the country.

"In this way, the circuit managenent can earn incone from
adverti senents and participation of foreign racers,” he said.

As to the go-kart circuit at the SIC, Dr Mahathir said it would help
youngsters to horn their skills in the sport and keep them away fromracing
illegally on the roads.
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