27/ 10/ 1998

Law. DOE will use allocation for priority areas

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Departnent of Environment will nake use of the
1999 Budget allocation for priority areas.

Sci ence, Technol ogy and Environment M nister Datuk Law Hieng Ding said
today he had asked the DOE to identify the areas especially those relating
to the protection and conservation of natural resources.

"W give the assurance that we will make the best use of the nmoney. The
non- gover nment al organi sati ons do not have to worry about this.

"There are a |l ot of things that need to be | ooked into but we have to
give priority to urgent issues," he said.

Law sai d the progranmmes and neasures woul d greatly depend on the anmpunt
the DCE woul d be getting fromthe allocation.

Part of the allocation will also go to other nministries and agenci es
whi ch have jurisdiction over environnental matters.

Prime Mnister and First Finance M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
had on Friday proposed an allocation of RM65 mllion for the environnent
under the Budget.

He stressed on the need to curb environnental pollution, protect natura
resources including forests and catchnent areas, and tackle forest fires.

Law described the allocation as very significant considering this year's
al l ocation was only RML42 million.

"The ampbunt shows that the country does not neglect the environnent in
such a difficult tine.

"I't shows that we are not negl ecting our obligation towards
envi ronment al conservation,” he said.

This is alsoin line with the National Econonic Recovery Plan which
states the inportance of environnental protection during the downturn

Envi ronnental i sts have urged the Governnent to utilise the noney for
ef fective programes.
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