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Iran identifies areas for co-operation

Hayati Hayat udin

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Malaysia and Iran have identified various areas to
i nprove bilateral relations, Iranian Deputy Foreign Mnister for Asia-
Paci fi c Mbhsen Ami nzadeh sai d today.

The current volune of trade between the two countries, mainly in the oi
and gas industry, was not very high but there were potential areas in
whi ch co-operation could be increased, he said.

Iran is aware of the econom c problens faced by several Asian countries,
i ncluding Mal aysia, but believes Malaysia will still be able to
participate in Iran's devel opnent.

Mohsen told a Press conference that the areas identified were the
manuf act uri ng of industrial goods, construction of power plants, joint
producti on of goods for donestic use and export, electronics, conputers
and t el ecomuni cati ons.

There is also great potential for Malaysia to co-operate in the
devel opnent of lran's tourismindustry.

"I'ran has many free trade zones that can be devel oped t hrough rmutual co-
operation. Also hotels and recreational facilities," Mbhsen said.

Anot her area that the two countries could jointly devel op was the
cultural and arts industry.

"Not many Iranian artists are known here and through cul tural
commonal ities, we can venture into the joint production of art and
cul tural products,"” he said.

Mohsen said steel production was another area for Ml aysia to consider.

"Mal aysia is having difficulties in this area and Iran has the expertise
toturnit into a profitable industry.”

O her areas of interest include the construction of pipelines for the
transfer of oil and gas.

"Iran and Mal aysi a share common stands and vi ews and they have worked to
renove tension in different |Islamc countries,” he added.

Mohsen arrived here yesterday. Before visiting Ml aysia, he had spent a
few days in Brunei. He will | eave for home tonorrow.

During his brief stay in Malaysia, he had called on Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad
Badawi .

On Iran-United States rel ati ons, Mhsen said Iran hoped to be able to
make headway in renoving the "high wall of mstrust” which existed between
t hem
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