16/ 07/ 1998
Iran to increase bilateral relations with Mal aysi a

Adel i ne Ong

| RAN i s | ooking at increasing bilateral cooperation and other nutual areas
of common interests with Malaysia, its Deputy Foreign M nister Mhsen

Am nzadeh sai d yest erday.

"Iran and Mal aysi a have been enjoyi ng good rel ati ons. However, there
shoul d be nore progress nade.

"There is also a lot of potential in trade and i nvestnents, which we
feel can be taken to a higher level,"” Am nzadeh told a press conference in
Kual a Lunpur.

Am nzadeh is in Kuala Lunmpur to deliver a special nessage fromlranian
Presi dent Mohamad Khatam to Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohared.

He said the volune of bilateral trade is "not very much and nuch can be
done especially in the field of oil and gas.

"Petronas, for instance, has participated in the oil and gas industry in
Iran. W& feel that they play an inportant part. Qther simlar ventures can
be taken in new areas of cooperation in the oil and gas sectors such as
drilling, exploration and transfer of piping.

"We are interested to cooperate with friendly countries such as Ml aysi a
and we know that despite the economic problens in Asia, there is stil
much interest in the devel opnent projects that are going onin Iran,"

Ami nzadeh sai d.

He added that there are several projects, which if accunul ated, are
worth sonme US$5 billion (US$1 = RW. 16) and is waiting for participation
frominternati onal conpanies.

Ani nzadeh said that there are other areas of cooperation between Iran

and Mal aysia as well, including manufacturing of industrial goods,
construction of power plants, electronics, telecomunications and
conput er.

"Mal aysi ans are al so participating in the devel opnent of our tourism
i ndustry by constructing hotels and recreational areas," he said.

He al so said since there are many areas of cultural conmonaliti es,
cooperation in the areas of arts and culture should also be initiated.

Am nzadeh added that since both Iran and Mal aysi a share comon stands in
some international issues such as in alleviating the tension in Islamc
countries, there is a sense of brotherhood in bilateral relations.

On relations between Iran and the US, Am nzadeh said that historica
background has nade it such that problens exists between the two.

He added that there are some new contacts nade between Iran and the US
especially in the areas of science, academ ¢ and sports.

"W are pleased to say that there is sone i nprovenent. W hope that in
the future, there could be some opening in "this high wall of mistrust', "
he sai d.
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