20/ 10/ 1998

"I SA nust be retained for security reasons

GERAKAN i s of the opinion that the Internal Security Act (1SA) should not
be abolished, its president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said.

However, he said a review shoul d be conducted on its suitability to the
prevailing security situation in the country.

"Li ke other existing Acts including the Land Acquisition Act, the
provi sions of the | SA especially on detention of individuals and the
circumstances which allow the Act to be enforced on individuals, should be
reviewed," he told reporters at the party's Deepavali "open house" in
Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Limsaid the | SA, however, needs to be retained in the interest of the
nation's security and the people's well-being.

"I will indicate the Gerakan's stand to Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad regarding the | SA and will urge himto never ever think
of abolishing the | SA

"Ml aysi ans shoul d realise the significance of the Act in ensuring peace
and harnony in the country.

"It is through the | SA that Ml aysia nanaged to curb the subversive
activities of the Conmunist Party of Ml aya and save the country from
destruction following the racial riots in 1969," he said.

Last Wednesday, Dr Mahathir stated that he had at one tine proposed that
the |1 SA be abolished but the police felt that the law was still essenti al
to maintain national security.

The younger generation, he said, had never experienced bl oodshed and
therefore did not realise the effectiveness of the | SA and had no qual s
about taking part in |arge-scale street denonstrations and threatening
peace and security.

On the canpai gn seeking to have the | SA abolished | aunched by Gerak, he
said the political parties and non-governnental organisations in the
movenent were opportunists with their own agenda and were not doing it in
the interest of the people.

Bernama reports: Penang Umo nenbers have no reason to use the dismssa
of a party | eader as a cause for the party "to go haywire", Umo vice-
presi dent Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi said.

Party unity should instead be their uppernost concern as Umo has a
bi gger agenda ahead to continue inproving the |ot of the Mal ays who form
the mnority in the state, he said.

"I't's normal that we see | eaders cone and go. More inportantly is for us
preserve unity as Umo is a party based on political consensus," said
Abdul I ah, who is also Foreign Mnister.

He was speaking to reporters after closing an exhibition organi sed by
Jel utong Umo di vi si on economic and fi nance bureau i n Penang on Sunday
ni ght.

Abdul | ah acknow eded that when former deputy prinme mnister Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mwas Penang Umo |iai son conmittee chairman, Anwar di d much
for the party which will be | ong appreci at ed.

"However, sonething has happened and he is no | onger an Umo nenber.
Theref ore, Penang Umo has to accept this fact and should learn to
continue with the struggle w thout himaround," he said.

Abdul | ah sai d conponent parties in the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN
ruling coalition would want to see Unmo renmin united.
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