30/ 07/ 1998

| sa urges Negri devel opers to start approved schenes

SEREMBAN, Wed. - Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhamad | sa Abdul Sanad today urged
proj ect developers in Negri Senbilan to take advantage of the Governnent's
move to finance infrastructure projects.

He sai d devel opers of 90 nmi xed housing projects, which had been approved
inthe State but yet to be inplenmented, should initiate efforts to start
their projects.

"This way, they will help activate other sectors of the econony,
especially the construction industry,"” he told reporters after chairing
the State executive council neeting at Wsna Negri here.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d here yesterday that
t he Governnment woul d finance infrastructure projects as it would trigger
spin-offs in other sectors of the econony.

This was one of the recommendati ons nade by the National Econonic Action
Counci|l which called for such projects be given sufficient support thus
of fsetting a najor contraction of the econony.

Mohamad | sa sai d banks shoul d al so hel p the affected devel opers to
ensure the projects were carried out without much difficulty.

"Qur Exco neeting today al so di scussed neasures that can be taken by the
State Land and M nes Departnment to speed up the approval of devel opnent
projects," he said, adding that the State had approved the construction of
10, 500 | ow cost housing units.

He al so said the State woul d continue to receive aid fromthe Federa
Governnent on the infrastructure projects.

The Menteri Besar also said the Serenban-Kual a Pil ah road-straightening
project, costing RVM3 nillion, announced by the Wirks Mnistry was anong
the projects identified.

He said the State woul d request the Wrks Mnistry to start on the
project i medi ately once the design had been conpl et ed.

"If they can start with the first kilonetre, that will be fine with us
as it may take quite sone tinme to conplete the whole project,"” he said,
adding that its early inplenmentation m ght hel p ease congestion at certain
section of the existing w nding Bukit Putus road.

Meanwhi | e, he said, the State wel coned the Housi ng and Local Governnent
M nistry nove to introduce guidelines on the issuance of certificates of
fitness for housing projects.

He said that the State had indeed directed all its |ocal governnent
authorities to ensure devel opers submt a conplete application covering
all technical reports by the departnments concerned before issuing the CFs.

"If devel opers fail to conplete the requirenents, they only have
t henrsel ves to bl ane and not the authorities for non-issuance of CFs," he
added.
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