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Islama tolerant faith, says Al -Azhar Shei kh

Shahr um Sayut hi

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Islampreaches that its foll owers adopt noderation
and stay away fromextrenmism the visiting Grand Shei kh of Al - Azhar

Uni versity Dr Mohaned Sayed Tantaw said today.

He said the teachings of |Islamwhich were easy to understand and
practise also called on adherents to |live peacefully not only anong
t hensel ves, but al so with non-Mslins.

"There are many verses in the Quran which prove Islamis not a religion
which calls for destruction and injustices, but one which insists on
under st andi ng and sincerity."

Mohaned Sayed was delivering a speech on Islam A Sinple and Moderate
Rel i gion to over 500 people at Pusat |slam

He said the principles required Muslins to strike a bal ance between
their material and spiritual needs, insisting both were inportant to a
har noni ous exi st ence.

"Allah calls on us not to exhaust our energy just trying to achi eve our
spiritual needs, but also to seek the richness of this world, an effort
which, if not perfornmed, will deprive us of the neans to do good."

Mohamed Sayed al so said Muslins should seek know edge in all fields, an
endeavour he described as nost crucial not only for the betternent of
their lives, but also in neeting their spiritual needs.

Islamrequired its followers to use the richness and know edge granted
by God for good purposes and not otherw se.

"Al |l ah does not approve those who use their tinme, efforts and wealth to
conmt destruction or slander."

Touching on relations with non-Mislinms, Mhamed Sayed said | sl am
pronoted tol erance and barred hostile conduct agai nst others, except when
there were threats to the religion or thensel ves.

"For exanple, there are specific provisions in Islamwhich guarantee the
fundanental rights of non-Mislinms who |ive amidst a Muslimsociety."

Answering a question fromthe audi ence on the status of Mislins who
comm tted apostasy, he said he was of the opinion that they were free to
do so as long as it did not harmthe religion.

"There is no force in Islam So there is no point forcing themto stay
as this will only nake them hypocrites."

"It's probably Allah's will to save us fromworse harmwhich these
peopl e coul d have caused if they had remained in Islam"” he said in
Ar abi c.

H s answer was translated i nto Bahasa Mal aysia by Mnister in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent Datuk Dr Abdul Hami d O hnan.

Mohanmed Sayed sai d actions agai nst the apostates should be taken only if
they had insulted the religion by word or conduct. He did not el aborate.

Moharmed Sayed, who arrived yesterday for a four-day visit, had an
audi ence with the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' afar at the |stana
Negara | ater.

Invited by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, the 70-year-
ol d head of Egypt's fanpbus university, also visited Kolej Agama Sultan
Zai nal Abidin in Kuala Terengganu today.

He is scheduled to visit the International Islamc University, Islamc
Institute of Kedah Darul Aman in Alor Star, and neet officials of Bank
| sl am Mal aysi a Bhd and Tabung Haji (Pilgrins' Managenent and Fund Board).
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