01/ 04/ 1998
I sl amic science and technol ogy exhibition set to drawintellectuals

Asi ah Buj ang

THE Langkawi International |slamc Science and Technol ogy Exhibition and
Conference (Listec '98) on Cctober 8-13 will feature a conference,

busi ness neetings, an exhibition and career opportunities in science and
t echnol ogy.

The event will also see participation by conpanies fromanong Islamc
and non-1slam c countries.

"It is a vehicle to bring intellectuals into the state and pronote it as
a centre of know edge, especially in science and technol ogy," Kedah
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid told reporters after witnessing the
signing of a nenmorandum of understanding (MOUJ) in Kuala Lunpur, yesterday.

The MU i s between Langkawi Accommodation for Visiting Acadenics (Lava),
Mal aysia Institute of Islamc Understanding (Ikin) and Eeman Consul t.

It marked the launching of Listec, which will focus on four main thenes,
nanely, information technology (IT), biotechnol ogy that includes nedicals,
pharnmaceutical s and agricul ture.

Apart fromthat, it also focuses on energy and advanced manufacturi ng
that conprises autonati on and robotics.

Sanusi said it can be used as a ground to di scuss opportunites in
busi ness, exploring possibilities of smart partnership anong partici pants
and al so provi des an avenue for business col | aborati ons.

Thened " Sci ence and Technol ogy and the | slam ¢ Busi ness Comruniti es:
Towar ds G obal Networ ki ng and Part nershi ps”, the conference will be
officiated by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who will also
hol d di al ogues with participants and guests.

According to Lava managi ng director Handan Sul ai man, about 150 conpani es
are expected to participate in the event.

"So far, about 100 conpani es have confirnmed their participation," he
sai d.

Anong the sponsors are Mal aysian Airlines, the New Straits Tinmes, U usan
Mal aysi a, TV3 and Nauti cal i nk Bhd.

On anot her devel opment, Sanusi said the proposed Langkawi | nternationa
Uni versity of Tonorrow at Pulau Tuba is scheduled to take in students by
m ddl e of this year. The university will only offer post-graduate studies
in robotics, creative arts, managenent and | eadership, tourismand sports
sci ence, he said.
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