01/08/1998
I sl and get anay

Razak Chik

YQU ARE | ooking for an “over seas' holiday hi deaway, desperate to get far
fromthe nmaddi ng crowmd, what do you do? W'd be doing you and the |oca
econony a favour by directing you to Rebak Marina Resort, on the “still-
idyllic' island of Rebak, off Langkaw .

Getting there is easy as AirAsia flies twice daily to Langkawi fromthe
Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah airport in Subang. Upon arrival, it is a short hop
by boat for the transfer fromthe Langkawi airport to Rebak

This holiday lets your cares nelt away and | eaves your worries behind in
the office. Be prepared for all the corny jokes about television island
hol i days the nonent you alight fromyour speedboat on to the wel com ng
bussomof this self-styled maritinme holiday attraction. It's part of the
f un!

Why shoul d you want to spend good nobney to holiday in Rebak Marina
Resort? It has to be the precious qui etude one can't find anywhere within
a Proton Wra full-tank of bustling Kuala Lunpur. Rebak Marina Resort is
very much an idyllic resort at the nonent perhaps because a huge portion
of its proposed devel opnent, conprising corporate bungal ows, hotels,
trading outlets, training institutions, sailing school and boat repairs
quay, has been put on hol d because of the unfavourabl e econonic situation
Are-telling of the recent corporate history of Rebak is in order here
Way before Langkawi attracted so nmuch interest, sone enterprising fellow
bought Rebak with the view of turning it into a tinmeshare holiday resort.
The devel opnent did not take off as planned, and ownership passed to the
DRB- Hi com gr oup

Thi s "~ do-anyt hi ng, do-everything' conglonerate then enbarked on an

anbi tious plan to ~enhance' Langkawi's inmage. The result is Rebak Marina
Resort, a project meant to crystallise Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr

Mahat hir Mohamad' s vi sion of Rebak as the catal yst which pronotes marine
tourismin Langkawi. “Qur goal is to turn Rebak into the Carribean of the
East' says Zakariya Miusa, G ennarie Hotels and Resorts director of

mar keting. (A4 enmarie Hotels and Resorts manages Rebak Marina Resort and
its sister property, the Tasi k Kenyir Golf Resort in Terengganu.

There are two cl asses of guests at Rebak - sailors (or “yachties' in

sai ling parlance) and | andl ubbers. The yachties, as the nane suggests, are
t hose peripatetic souls who brave the seven seas sailing the globe for

pl easure. The | andl ubbers are guests |ike you and ne, those who are bound
to get queasy even on the short boat transfer to the island.

One gets into the maritinme holiday nood the nmonent one sets foot on the

i sl and. Rebak Marina Resort provides 128 sail boat berths (or “pens' in
nautical jargon) for yachties who break their seaborne odyssey for

what ever reason. One of the |argest yachts " parked' at the marina bel ongs
to a Dutch mllionaire who wanted to spend the greater part of June and
July supporting his teamin this year's Wrld Cup soccer tournanent. As
the nont h-1ong football carnival took place in the mdst of his sailing
trip to the South Seas, he conveniently lowered his sails on the island
and fl ew hone.

The hone ports of the boats (read fromthe nanes painted on the stern)
berthed at the marina, testify to the sailing community's attraction to
Rebak Marina Resort. Fibreglass ketches fromthe Australian hone ports of
Freemantl e and Cairns can be seen bobbing up and down next to American

sl oops from San Franci sco and racy Gernan cat anmarans from Brener haven. |f



you feel particularly friendly, nmake the effort to strike up an

acquai ntance with these "boat people'. It's a shame if both yachties and

| andl ubbers exchange no nore than the cursory "Hi!' when bunping into each
ot her at the quay side.

For the | andl ubber, what's in Rebak to pack your days and fill your

ni ghts? Not nuch if you don't want to, and that's the attraction of the

pl ace. For the period of July 15 to Cct 31, the resort is introducing the
" Kawan- Kawan' package. It is particularly suitable for close friends who
have gone their separate ways - say, when pursuing their tertiary
education - but who wish to renew old friendships in a quiet holiday
setting. A three-day/two-night sojourn costs RML46 nett per person on a
triple sharing basis. For the newWly-married, there is the "Naturally
Romantic' three-day/two-ni ght package which is on till March 31, 1999. You
can just laze by the pool, slouch on an easy chair in the well-appointed
verandah of your chal et-type accommobdati on, potter about the place, go
fishing or swmin the sea. Getting to the beach requires a bit of a trek
to anot her part of Rebak. This is because what beach there is fronting the
chalets is tidal and carpeted with dead coral. The resort has plans to
reclaimthis portion to create a “proper' beach for the conveni ence of
guests. That trek notw thstandi ng, Rebak Marina Resort allows those in
search of solitude to while away the hours in conplete tranquility and
peaceful bliss.

Retiring to one's roomis a great pleasure too. The chalet interior was
desi gned to give a kanpung anbi ence but with nodern furnishings and
fittings. A good night's rest is guaranteed considering you' d be resting
your weary head on a huge four poster bed. The bathroonms do not conme with
a bath but a shower which may rankl e overseas visitors. Newer chalets
being built by the resort will have both bath and shower facilities. These
chalets, 48 in all, will be ready in Cctober.

Since a huge portion of the island is still inits natural jungle

setting, pesky nmpbsquitoes come out to play in the early evening. The
resort is quite prepared though. Placed strategically all over the place
are a variety of nosquito-repelling devices. It may be disconcerting to
the "townie' but one gets used to the buzzing which thankfully, abates as
the evening wears on. It helps if you paint yourself with liberal |ashings
of insect repellent.

Here, you can get to do sone of the things you ve always wanted to do in
the big city but just did not get round to doing. Fancy a lesson in
snooker? There are two full-sized tables which go for RMLO an hour for you
to pot the black and place the colours till you get it right. Volleybal
strike your fancy? Just call the front desk and announce you' d |like at

| east 10 others to make up the nunbers and the hel pful gang fromthe
resort's sports and recreation departnment will turn up. They are a rather
lively bunch and eager to please as nost of themare Sports Science
students fromlInstitut Teknologi Mara (I TM doing their practica

training.

But, shoul d you harbour nautical anbitions, ask for sailing | essons. The
resort has a nunber of topper sailing craft for this purpose, or if you
are nore adventurous, they'd tutor you on the intricacies of w ndsurfing.
Curious about the state of undersea life in the Andanan sea? Hop on to one
of the resort's charter boats and enbark on a diving expedition which wll
take you right up to the maritinme border with Thailand. It is the open sea
here so its advisable that this adventure be undertaken only if you are a
conpet ent di ver.
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