18 SEP 1998
Razal ei gh- Anwar
| SSUE OF ANMVAR S DI SM SSAL SHOULD NOT BE PROLONGED, SAYS RAZALEI GH

PASI R MAS, Sept 18 (Bernama) -- Former Finance M nister Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah has said that the issue of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahins
di smssal from Umo and the cabi net should not be further prolonged as it
is a normal practice in a denocratic country.

He said that the renoval of a minister fromthe cabinet was not
somet hing new in the country and all decisions were made after deep
consi deration by the |eaders.

"As far as | amconcerned, it (Anwar's dismissal) is a small matter, a
normal practice in a denocratic country and a unioni sed action,” he told
reporters after attending the Mal am Pi dato Perdana organi sed by the Pasir
Mas Ummo divi sion, here, |ast night.

Anwar was renoved fromthe cabinet on Sept 2 and expelled from Umo the
foll owi ng day over alleged noral m sconduct.

Tengku Razal ei gh said that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad had t hought about it for a long time before taking action agai nst
his deputy, who was in the governnment for 16 years.

"Nobody shoul d dispute the Prine Mnister's decision and his action is
to protect the imge of Umo from being tarnished,” said Tengku Razal ei gh
who is Menber of Parlianent for Gua Misang.

He said that Umo is a party which strives to protect the rights of the
peopl e instead of the party protecting the interest of a few | eaders, and
as had happened before, |eaders come and go.

"Anwar's issue is uninmportant...what is inportant is the well-being of
the people. | feel that the Prime Mnister has discharged his
responsibility in this case and as such we should not question the
di sm ssal ," said Tengku Razal ei gh, who was president of the now defunct
Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 (546).

He said it was now that the people should give their solid support to
the governnment for its efforts to inprove their standard of living instead
of holding rallies to protest against Anwar's di sm ssal

Tengku Razal ei gh al so hoped that Anwar woul d be wary and not all ow
hinself to be fooled by opposition parties out to exploit the situation

"I hope he is not being made a fool of by the opposition parties...he
may be al one when the election cones,” he said.

Meanwhi | e, Umo Suprenme Council menber Datuk IbrahimAli said that
Anwar shoul d be careful so as not to be wongly counseled as it could be
hi s undoi ng.

He said that Anwar should now be nore patient and try to seek the best
solution including through | egal channels.

"He shoul d take care of hinself...as a |eader, he should deal with the
problemhe is facing with utnost patience,” he told reporters after the
functi on.

| brahim who is Pasir Mas Umo division head, said that Anwar shoul d be
cautious as there were chances that the opposition parties would take
advant age of what happened to himto underm ne Umo.

"Anwar should have faith in the police and the courts to ensure justice
for hinself," he said.

He advi sed the people including Umo nmenbers not to cause trouble as
action was taken agai nst Anwar for his alleged noral m sconduct.
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