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| T EXPERTS TO DI SCUSS MSC S PROGRESS AT NEW CYBERJAYA COWPLEX

By: Jefri Mhd Rafiee
CYBERJAYA, Feb 7 (Bernama) -- For two days on Feb 12 and Feb 13,
i nformati on technology (1 T) experts and gurus as well as top industry
| eaders will nmeet in a newy-built resort here where a lush oil palmestate
once stood.

Thei r di scussions and recomendati ons in the hi gh-powered neeting will
be used to help map out strategies for further devel opnent of the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor (MSC), a top priority project for Malaysia's
advancenent in the world of IT.

The resort-cumoffice conpl ex has been purposely built at a cost of
RV65 million on 11.2 hectares of forner estate land, which is part of the
2,855 ha earmarked for the devel opment of the Cyberjaya intelligent city.

The conpl ex, which was built in just 90 days, is |ocated west of
Putrajaya, the federal government's new admi nistrative centre.

The nmeeting of the IT experts is the second to be held under the
auspices of the International Advisory Panel (IAP) chaired by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad. The inaugural neeting took place
at Stanford in the United States early | ast year after the launch of the
VBC.

The 1 AP, which conprises nmultinedia industry | eaders and gurus, is to
advi se the governnent on the MSC s devel opnent .

Dr Muhanmad CGhazie Ismail, the Miltinedia Devel opnent Corporation Sdn
Bhd's (MDC) director for client services, said at the time of the formation
of the 1AP, the MSC had just been |launched and there were a few concerns
expressed on its viability.

They included the question of expertise and conpetition with simlar
projects by other governments.

"This time around, the nmeeting would be nore neani ngful,"’
confidently in a recent interview with Bernama

"At that time, this thing (pointing to the transit office conplex) was
not here. It was just all oil palnms. Fromlast year, things noved very
fast," he said of the devel opment at Cyberjaya.

The resort-cumoffice conplex, which houses MDC s headquarters and the
two- st orey 48-room Cybervi ew Lodge, al so has a hi gh-speed tel econmuni cati on
infrastructure for video conferencing. It even has a ballroomfor up to 300
peopl e and a sw mm ng pool

Al though relative small in terns of scale and situated in a quite
renote | ocation since it would about 30 minutes by road from Kual a Lunpur,
the conplex will fromnow be an inportant neeting place in view of its
proximty to Putrajaya, Cyberjaya and the new international airport at
Sepang.

So far 15 I AP nenbers have confirnmed their attendance. They include Dr
Keni chi Chnae of Chmae & Associates, Gary Tooker of Mdtorola Inc,
Jun-lchiro Myazu of NIT, Dr Tadahiro Sekinmoto of NEC, Ji m Manzi of Nets
Inc, Dr Lars Ranmgvi st of Ericsson and Professor Wlliam MIler of Stanford
Uni versity.

O her panel nenbers are sending their representatives. They include Dr
John Gage who will conme on behalf of Scott McNeally from Sun M crosystens,
Ceorge Sanenuk on behal f of Louis Gerstner Jr of I1BM Derek WIlianms on
behal f of Larry Ellison of Oracle Corp and Axel Hass on behalf of Dr
Heinrich von Pierer of Sienens Corp.

"They will all stay here (at the conplex)," said Dr Mihanmad Ghazi e.

he said



The first itemon the agenda will be an update for panel nmenbers on the
devel opnent of the MSC since they |ast met.

They will also be taken on a helicopter tour to get a bird s eyevi ew of
the MSC, a designated 15 by 50 km rmul ti medi a devel opnent hub | ocat ed
bet ween the Kual a Lunpur Gty Centre (KLCC) and the new KL Internationa
Airport at Sepang.

Four conpani es have been shortlisted to brief panel nenbers on their
experi ences operating as MsSC conpani es and how t hey have benefited fromthe
VBC.

To date a total of 103 conpani es have been granted with the MSC st at us,
with 80 of them already operating and 23 in the process of setting up their
operations.

"W want to convey to the IT nmenbers that the MSC is no |onger just a
concept, but a reality, that things are noving on the ground, that the
conpani es are operating and sone of them noving ahead of their own
schedul e,” said Dr Muhanmmad Chazie
sa

They will al so discuss global issues including the possibility of the
setting up of a kind-of an International CyberCourt of Justice.

"Now you have Cyberlaws. The issue is what kind of nechanismis needed
to enforce Cyberlaws," Dr Mihanmmad Ghazie said

Al so high on the agenda are issues of the enforcenent of the Digita
Si gnature Act, which was passed by Parlianent |ast year, and the proposed
Mul ti medi a Convergence Act, which could possibly be tabled in Parliament
this year.

The nmeeting will also discuss cross-border issues |like electronic
conmer ce, security enscription, the issues of comon platformin smart card
application, content devel opnent which include curriculumfor universities
and post-production filmindustry, and the societal effects of the internet
whi ch include the issues of censorship.

Dr Muhanmmad Ghazie said the issues to be raised at the second | AP
nmeeting nmust be resolved if the MSC were to take off towards greater
hei ght s.

At the end of the neeting, the panel nenbers would be asked whether "we
are noving into the right direction in terns of human resource devel opnment,
physical infrastructure, R& (research and devel opnent) activities, venture
capital and so on and so forth."

"They will then make their recomrendations. That will formthe basis in
which we will nmove. Since the first | AP neeting, we now know with sone
degree of confidence that the issues would present itself for the |ong
term" said Dr Muhammad Chazie. -- BERNAVA
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