31/ 03/ 1998

"1 WK dunped raw sewage i n hol e at housing estate'

A GOVERNMENT backbencher told the Dewan Rakyat yesterday of an incident
where I ndah Water Konsortiumworkers dug a hole neasuring three by six
metres wi de and a netre deep and dunped untreated sewage into it at a
housi ng estate in Lahat, near |poh.

Yeong Chee Wah (BN-Batu Gaj ah) said the incident happened at Tanan
Badl i shah in Septenber, |ast year.

"Residents in the housing estate conplained to ne about what | W had
done. "

Debating the notion of thanks on the Royal Address, Yeong said as | VWK
did not have any treatnent plant in his constituency, the conpany took the
"easy way out" by depositing the untreated sewage into the man- made hol e.

"Thi s has caused an unbearabl e stench."

He said if the privatised conpany wanted the people to pay for its
services, it should be nore responsible.

Yeong al so took to task I WK's executive chairman Datuk |shak Ismail for
the latter's recent statenent that the conpany faced problens in
coll ecting paynents fromclients who included VIPs because the people were
i nfluenced by MPs and State Assenbl yrmen.

"I hope, he (Ishak Ismail) will rethink carefully what he has said about
taki ng those who fail to pay IWVK to court,” Yeong said.

He said the Mnistry of Housing and Local Governnent had said repeatedly
that "if there are no services, then there should be no paynents".

Towards this end, he said, the public was the best judge of |IW services
and that elected representatives had no i nfluence over them

Yeong said as elected representatives, they had a duty to the people and
"not to | WK".

"If INK fails to provide an efficient service or overcharges the peopl e,
then the consuners will not pay even one sen to IWK!'"

He said IVWK' s action in Taman Badli shah was not in keeping with its
sl ogan "Waste wat er made cl ean”.

Yeong said he had reported the matter to the M nister of Housing and
Local Governnent, M nister of Science, Technol ogy and Environment and the
Perak Menteri Besar.

On the econom ¢ and currency problens, he commended Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfor their
efforts to revive the econony and strengthen the ringgit against the US
dol I ar.

He al so urged the people to support the Governnent's call to opt for
| ocal products, banks, tourist spots and institutions of higher |earning.

On the Enpl oyees Provident Fund's intention to purchase Sinme Bank
shares, Yeong said the Government should exercise care as it involved the
peopl €' s noney.

"Such investnment nust see good nobnetary returns and nust not be nade in
a bank which has bad debts," he said, adding that this could result in
| ower dividends for EPF contributors.

Wan Junai di Tuanku Jaafar (BN Batang Lupar) said Ml aysi ans and
per manent residents should help increase the country's foreign reserves by
saving RML a day in a special fund.

He said this would not be a problemas the anmount was small .

For the fund to be effective, Wan Junai di said the people should not be
allowed to withdraw their savings for a specific period or until the



econony recover ed.
He said the wives of ministers should | ead the way by donating sonme of
their jewellery to a national fund.
"They should | ead the way and set an exanple to others."
( END)
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