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Japan heads for Hanoi with basket of goodies

K. P. Varan

JAPANESE Prine M nister Keizo Couchi will head for the Asean sunmit in
Hanoi next week carrying with himgood news for | eaders of Asean nations
faci ng econom ¢ probl ens.

Arnmed with approvals for several individual projects that can help
revitalise certain sectors of respective Asean econoni es, Obuchi is
expected to unveil themto | eaders of the nine-nation group during the
Asean- Japan neeti ng.

Japanese Foreign Mnistry Deputy Press Secretary Masaki Ckada said
yesterday that Cbuchi woul d be abl e di scuss concrete ways of assisting the
Asean econoni es as Tokyo was finalising many of the projects that had been
di scussedd bilaterally with individual Asean nations.

The Diet is also scheduled to pass the third Suppl ementary budget in the
next few days which includes part of the | oan package to hel p out Asian
countries facing financial difficulties.

In Cctober, Japan announced the "New M yazawa I nitiative" totalling
US$30 billion (RML14 billion) which is in addition to the US$44 billion
aid from Tokyo to Asian countries announced in July last year. A joint
initiative by Japan, the US, the Wrld Bank and the Asian Devel opnent Bank
worth US$5 billion was al so announced on Nov 16.

Ckada said detail proposals on the assistance needed for Ml aysia had
been received by Japan early this nonth and officials were now exani ni ng
it.

This foll owed several m ssions by Japanese officials to Kuala Lunmpur to
di scuss the proposal s which include several projects discussed by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad with Cbuchi in Tokyo.

Okada said Japan's hoped to disburse the funds for the Ml aysian
projects by end of this year if discussions on the proposals were
conmpl eted on tine.

Mal aysia is one of the five countries targeted by Japan for the aid plan
besi des Thail and, the Philippines, Indonesia and Sout h Korea.

Okada said Cbuchi was keen to strengthen relations with Asean and the
Asean sunmmit woul d give himan ideal opportunity to hold di scussions not
only with the nine Asean | eaders but also | eaders from South Korea and
Japan.

"W want to enhance di al ogue with these countries so that Japan can
contribute to the Asean Vision 2020 and al so the Hanoi Plan of Action
expected to be issued at the end of this year's summt."

He said although the inclusion of Canbodia into the groupi ng was an
internal issue of Asean, Japan neverthel ess hoped that this woul d be done
as soon as possible as it would contribute to stability in Canbodia and
al so the region.

Asean foreign mnisters are expected to discuss Canbodia's entry
tomorrow, ahead of the grouping's Dec 15 and 16 sunmit.

In a bid to further pronote and strengthen Japan- Asean rel ati ons towards
the 21st century, GCbuchi is expected to propose several concrete neasures
whi ch he woul d di scuss with Asean | eaders.

Ckada said Japan al so wanted to i nprove co-operation for "hunan
security" which includes hel ping to conbat drug trafficking, terrorismand
stop usage of land nmines apart frombeing involved in social progranmes
such as hel ping the socially vul nerabl e. These issues woul d be brought up
during di scussions with Asean | eaders.
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