03 MAY 1998
Abdul I ah- Japan
JAPAN | NTERESTED | N CONTI NUATI ON OF LOCK EAST POLI CY

PETALI NG JAYA, May 3 (Bernamm) -- Japan is interested in the
continuation of Malaysia's Look East Policy, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi sai d tonight.

"Japan has indicated to us that it is interested in the continuation of
the Look East Policy and we have also said that it is our wish that Japan
continue to help inplenent the policy beyond the year 2000, " he told
reporters after talks with his Japanese counterpart Keizo Cbuchi here.

Abdul | ah sai d Obuchi al so suggested the possibility of introducing
twi nni ng programes under the Look East Policy to hel p Mal aysi an students.

Hence they need not spend a | onger period in Japanese universities
whi ch necessitated a | ot of expenditure.

"I'f we have a twinning programe, then Ml aysian students can study for
a certain period in Ml aysia and continue the |ast year in Japan to get
their degrees," he said.

Abdul | ah sai d the proposal was conveyed to Cbuchi by nmenbers of the
Japanese University Alumi during his neeting with themthis afternoon.

The Look East Policy, introduced in 1982 by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad is ained at incul cati ng good work ethics anong
Mal aysi ans by | ooking to Japan and South Korea and since then the nunber of
Mal aysi ans sent to Japan for skills and educational training had increased.

On an unrel ated subject, Abdullah said both agreed that it was
important to ensure that the election in Canbodia was credi bl e. Canbodi an
Co-Prem er Hun Sen has called for new elections to be held on July 26.

"We wel cone the statenment by Hun Sen that he wants to have a credible
el ection and will honour the outcone of the election,” he said.

Abdul | ah said that Japan was also interested in wanting to know when
Canbodi a woul d be formally accepted i nto Asean.

"My reply is that after the new governnent is forned."

On Mynmar, Abdul | ah said he and Qbuchi agreed that the policy of
constructive engagenent must conti nue.

"We agreed that while we continue econom c relations, the policy of
constructive engagenent nust al so continue,” he said.

Abdul | ah sai d his Japanese counterpart had sought Ml aysia's views on
the matter so that he could convey themto the mnisterial neeting of the
G oup of Seven industrialised countries and Russia in London next week.

Abdul | ah al so said that Kuala Lunpur and Tokyo were happy over the good
bilateral rel ations.

"We are happy that Japan and Mal aysia are now enjoyi ng very heal thy and
very good rel ations," Abdul | ah added. -- BERNAMA
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