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JAPAN SAYS | T WLL KEEP TO PLEDGE TO HELP SOUTHEAST ASI AN ECONOM ES

By: Tan Hock Guan

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 17 (Bernama) -- Japanese Prinme M nister Keizo Cbuchi
today gave a conmmitnent that Tokyo will keep to it pledge to provide
financi al assistance to Sout heast Asian countries hit by the econom c
crisis.

Oobuchi made the conmitnent during a neeting with Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, one of several bilateral meetings the Mal aysian Prine M nister
held with | eaders of the Asia-Pacific Econom ¢ Cooperation (Apec) econonies
gat hered here for the Apec Summit.

Briefing reporters after the neetings, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahrmed Badawi said Dr Mahathir expressed the hope that the
assi stance that Japan had pl edged to provi de Mal aysia woul d be expedited.

However, certain procedures needed to be observed when providing the
assi stance, including carrying out assessnents on the projects and
programes for which the aid was required, said Abdull ah.

Japan prom sed a US$1.8 bilion aid to Mal aysia when Dr Mahathir visted
Tokyo recently. Tokyo has al so announced a US$30 nillion package to restore
t he economi es of Sout heast Asian countries.

Abdul | ah said the US$1.8 billion aid was separate fromthe US$30
billion aid, and Ml aysi an appreci ated both packages.
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