20/ 12/ 1998

Japanese consultant: | amstill a menber

CYBERJAYA, Sat. - Information technol ogy consul tant and aut hor Kenich
Ohnmae sai d today he has not resigned fromthe Miltinedia Super Corridor
I nternational Advisory Panel

"l have never resigned. | do not know how the runours started. | am
shocked to receive calls frommany people enquiring about the matter."

Chmee, who is one of the people behind the original concept of the MSC
said he had been in constant touch with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad on the state of the project.

"I see no reason to resign. Therefore, it (the runmour about his
resignation) conmes as a big surprise," he said.

Ohnae was speaking after interviewing Dr Mahathir for a docunentary to
be aired on his television station in Japan.

The Prime Mnister had earlier officiated at the topping-up cerenony of
the Ni ppon Tel egraph and Tel ephone Corporation's MSC Centre here.

The Far Eastern Economic Review recently reported that GChnae and
futurol ogist Alvin Toffler had resigned fromthe | AP because they were
unhappy over the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimas Deputy Prine
M ni ster and Fi nance M ni ster.

Chmae said he was also in constant contact with Toffler, who said that
he had not |eft the panel

On the AP which is scheduled to neet in February, he said it would be
better for the menbers to gather when nore projects were up and runni ng
like the multimedia university.

On the economc crisis, Chnmae felt Malaysia had no reason to panic as
the country had managed it well.

He said the situation was manageabl e and Mal aysi a shoul d focus on the
enormous progress it had made i n devel opi ng the country.

He said every country had its fair share of econonic turbul ence,

i ncluding big countries Iike Japan, Britain and the United States.

OChmee said once countries started to realign their economies with the
worl d, they had to contend with risk. Malaysia' s case was related nore to
"gl obal m sunderstanding of the real picture”.

"That's why | interviewed the Prine Mnister as things |ike the progress
of the MSC and the econony are not well reported. | told Dr Mahathir that
peopl e in Japan believe the econom c crisis has sl owed down many projects
i ncluding the MSC. "

He sai d when things went bad, w de coverage was given, for example the
probl ens of the Kuala Lunmpur International Airport when it first opened.

"But when the airport started to function smoothly, no nmention of it was
made. So people still believe this airport is not functioning well."

OChnmee felt Mal aysia needed to beef up its public relation activities in
Japan to portray the country in a positive |ight.
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