02 MAY 1998

JAPANESE FM TO ARRI VE TODAY FOR THREE- DAY VISI T

KUALA LUMPUR, May 2 (Bernamm) -- Japanese Foreign M nister Keizo Cbuchi
is scheduled to arrive here tonight on the second stop of a five-day visit
to Sout heast Asian countries.

Qobuchi is flying in fromBangkok for his first visit to Mal aysia since
assum ng the post |ast Septenber.

According to a Foreign Mnistry statenent, OCouchi will hold discussions
wi th his Mal aysian counterpart Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi .

He is al so expected to neet Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

OQbuchi is acconpani ed by a 26-nenber del egation conprising officials
fromthe foreign affairs, trade, agriculture, forestry and fisheries and
finance mnistries. He | eaves for Singapore on Wednesday.

The statenent says Obuchi's visit underscores the inportance of
Mal aysi a- Japan relations and will further strengthen the excell ent
cooperation between the two countries.
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