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JB DUTY FREE COVMPLEX PO SED FOR MORE | NTERNATI ONAL CUSTOMERS

By: Lesl ean Arshad

JOHOR BAHRU, April 17 (Bernama) -- Sriwani Hol dings Bhd' s Johor Bahru
Duty Free Conplex is poised to tap nore foreign visitors entering the
country fromthe south when the econony recovers, said executive director
Razak Yahya.

Since it began operations |ast August, sone 800, 000 people have visited
the conpl ex known as Zon, he told a press conference today in conjunction
with the | aunch Zon tonmorrow. It will be [aunched by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad t ormor r ow.

About 40 percent of its custoners were foreigners but this is expected
torise to 70 percent in the future, said Razak.

Zon of fers one-stop duty free shopping, dining and entertainnent,
transportation, accommodati on and convention facilities.

The duty-free conplex intends to tap opportunities fromits proximty
to the Changi Airport in Singapore.

"Qur target is to concentrate nore on international passengers as we
are | ocated near the busy Changi Airport where many foreign travellers stop
over on their way to other destinations," he said.

According to statistics obtained fromthe Custons departnent, about
12,000 visitors cross the Causeway everyday, he said.

Zon has been working with foreign tour agencies to attract travellers
to visit its premi ses.

Razak said he is happy that Zon is well-patronised and feels that this
will help the country save forei gn exchange.

The Zon conpl ex cost RMBOO million and was devel oped by Sriwani's
subsi di ary, Kel ana Megah Sdn Bhd. Its anchor tenant is Cergasjaya Sdn Bhd,
whi ch has been operating Sriwani's Bukit Kayu Hitamduty-free conpl ex for
t he past 10 years.

Razak said | ocal products account for nore than 60 percent of its
sales, which were in line with the government's call to pronote
Mal aysi an- made products. -- BERNANVA
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