10/ 09/ 1998

Johor centre for Cuban biotech itens

JOHOR BARU, Wed. - Johor has been appointed the distribution centre for
Cuban bi o-technol ogy, pharmaceutical and health tourismproducts in the
country and the region.

The co-operation was seal ed today with the signing of a nmenorandum of
under st andi ng between Johor and Cuban consorti umns.

Under the MU, both parties would also explore the possibility of making
Johor the research and devel opnent and production point for these
products.

The State Governnent's involvenment in this venture is through the Johor
Educati on Foundation and three other |ocal conpanies - Chenical Conpany of
Mal aysi a, Floreat Enterprises and Kunmpul an Sungei Chat.

The Cuban consortiumis led by the Centre for Bio-technol ogy and Genetic
Engi neering through its comrercial arm Heber Biotech, with the
participation of Laboratorios Dal ner, Labiofam Servinmed and Medi cuba.

The signing cerenpbny was wi tnessed by Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghan
O hman, and Cuba Foreign Trade Vice-Mnister Ol ando Hernandez, who
represented his Governnent.

CGhani said the MbU was an initiative pursued by the Johor CGovernnent
during Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's nmaiden visit to
Cuba in Septenber 1997. Ghani was al so part of the del egation.

"During the visit, we found Cuba to be highly advanced in the field of
bi o-t echnol ogy and pharnaceuticals. The country also has its niches in
health tourism By virtue of its tropical climte, Cuba has al so
established itself in the treatnent of tropical diseases such as dengue
mal aria, hepatitis and neningitis," he said.

Ghani was speaking at a Press conference after the signing cerenony.

The Menteri Besar said initially the Johor consortiumwoul d seek to
obtain a distribution licence and | ater proceed to manufacture the
products | ocal ly.

He said the Johor consortium had al ready obtai ned an agreenment with the
Centre for Genetic Engineering and Bi o-technol ogy of UTM to conduct joint
research with institutes in Cuba.

Cuba is also a world leader in treating specific lifestyle ailments
i ncl udi ng high bl ood pressure, hypertension and arteriosclerosis.

The country has also fornulated a drug, called the PPG which controls
chol estrol and hi gh bl ood pressure. The drug, which al so enhances bl ood
circul ation, has also been found to be a renedy for inpotence.

Her nandez descri bed the MoU as the begi nning of a lasting co-operation
bet ween the two Governnents and institutions.

"The MoU woul d enable the two parties to carry out technical and
financial feasibility studies to identify particular areas for joint
ventures," he added.
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