14/ 02/ 1998

Johor, Singapore to devel op high-tech industrial park

JOHOR BARU, Fri. - Johor and Si ngapore have agreed in principal to jointly
devel op a new i ndustrial park for high-technol ogy industries.

Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani Qthman said the project - the first
col | aboration by the two nei ghbours for a long tinme - would be built on a
810ha site in Kulai, 33kmfrom here.

He said the park would cater to a new wave of capital intensive
i nvestnents in Johor from not only indigenious Singapore conpanies, but
al so multi-national corporations based there.

Ghani first nmooted the idea with Prime Mnister Goh Chok Tong in
February |l ast year during his official visit to Singapore as Menteri
Besar .

The matter was rai sed agai n when Goh feted Ghani to a Chi nese New Year
dinner at the Raffles Hotel on Feb 7, and yesterday, when Ghani invited
Goh for a reciprocal Hari Raya reception at "Saujana', his official
resi dence here.

Ghani said the joint project would be a nanifestation of Johor and
Si ngapore's commtnent to the " prosper thy nei ghbour' principle, adding
that such cooperation was vital during these “challenging tinmes'.

"The current regi onal econom c problens nake it a nore convincing
argunment for us to have this kind of strong collaboration for nutual
prosperity,"” he told reporters after the dinner in honour of Goh | ast
ni ght.

The Prime M nister had | ed a 25-strong Si ngapore del egation for the
event, which included four Cabinet ministers, two Senior Mnisters of
State and a M nister of State.

Also in the group were four Menbers of Parliament, head of the G vil
Service and seven other top civil servants and five | eadi ng captains of
i ndustry in the republic.

For Goh, this was his second visit to Johor in less than a nonth. On Jan
20, he nmet Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad at Sebana Cove
near Desaru

He will also be in Kuala Lunpur later this week for another round of
talks with Dr Mahat hir, where Johor-Si nhgapore i ssues are expected to
feature prom nently

Rel ati ons between the two nei ghbours took a dive | ast year follow ng
Seni or Mnister Lee Kuan Yew s di sparagi ng remarks about Johor.

But Ghani stressed | ast night that both sides were now eager to pick up
fromwhere they left and build on the | ong-standi ng nei ghbourly ties for
nmut ual gai n.

Al t hough rel ati ons went through a bad patch | ast year, current econom c
condi ti ons warranted closing ranks and col | aborati on on the economic
front.
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