23 OCT 1998

JOURNALI ST TURNED POLI TI Cl AN TO RECEI VE TOP JOURNALI SM AWARD

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 23 (Bernama) -- A fornmer journalist who is currently
a politician will receive the ' Tokoh Wartawan Negara' award on Monday, the
Mal aysi an Press Institute (MPl) said today.

H s name will be announced when the award is presented to himby Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad at a reception for delegates to the
Commonweal th Press Uni on Conference.

Before entering politics and rising to beconme a chief mnister, he had
served as a reporter, editor, type-setter, newspaper vendor and nedi a
publisher, said MPI in a statenent here.

This is the fourth time in 10 years that the award is presented. The
previous recepients are Tan Sri A, Samad Ismail (1988), Tan Sri Lee Siew
Yee (1991) and the | ate Datuk |Ishak Mohanmad (1995).

MPI said 23 journalists would be receiving the 1997 Ml aysi an
Journal i sm Awards at a separate cerenony on Tuesday.
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