15/10/ 1998

“Justice can't be sought through show of strength and vi ol ence

SHAH ALAM Wed. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d today
that the country could fall into a state of anarchy if the people did not
uphol d the system of denocracy and the judiciary.

Dr Mahathir said recent trends showed that certain groups had begun to
seek street justice and nmob rule. These actions indicated they had no
respect for the country's denocratic systemor the judiciary.

"If this continues, | amafraid the country will no | onger be peaceful
and the people will suffer. The matter will be nmade worse if both
conflicting sides did the same and cl ashed with one another,"” he told a
Press conference after |aunching the national-level Unity Day at Dewan
Jubl i Per ak.

Dr Mahathir said justice could not possibly be sought through a show of
strengt h and vi ol ence.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysia broke away fromfeudalismpractised by
the Mal ay Sultans before Ml aysia was col oni alised, but opted for the
denocratic system

Unl i ke fuedalism Dr Mahathir said, denbcracy enabled all Ml aysians to
choose their own | eaders and the CGovernment.

"The party which gets nore seats in the elections will formthe
CGovernnent. Parties which do not get majority support will formthe
Opposi tion.

"The Qpposition is free to criticise the Governnent in Parliament,"” he
said adding that in other countries, parties which | ost woul d denounce the
election results and take to the streets to protest.

However, he said, Opposition parties in Ml aysia did not do so because
they were allowed freely to voice their opinions in Parlianent.

"The Qpposition parties in some countries are not even given the
opportunity to speak up," he said.

Dr Mahathir also said no one was in a position to question Mlaysia's
i ndependent judiciary.

"Anyone who breaks the law will be charged and tried. The judge will
deci de whether the accused is guilty or not.

"If he is found guilty, he can still appeal to a higher court (Appeals
Court). But if the court upholds the decision, he can still appeal to
anot her court (the Federal Court) which will nake the final decision.

"The deci sion nust be accepted and respected by all,” Dr Mahathir said

He added that under the Ml aysian system no one could claimto be above
the | aw.

"Everyone, including the person who holds the highest position to the
person who is in the lowest rung, will receive the sane treatnent under
the | aw.

"There is no favouritism Anyone can be penalised if he is guilty of a
crinme," he said.

Dr Mahathir said even those who held very high positions had been
convicted by the Mal aysian courts for crimnal offences.

"When they are tried, the court does not take into consideration the
position they hold in the Governnment, however high their posts may be," he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said the process should be allowed to take its due course
because no one would admit their guilt.

"I't should be left to the courts to deci de whether the person who is



charged with wongdoings is guilty or not," he said.

Simlarly, the Prime Mnister said no one would adnit that he was not
qualified for a certain position.

"If one is given the opportunity to appoint soneone to fill an inportant
post, one will appoint hinmself,"” he said.

Therefore, Dr Mahathir said appoi ntnents and di smissals nmust be made
according to certain procedures.

Dr Mahathir said those who insisted that [ aws shoul d be enforced on
ot hers should not claimthat the judiciary was not free when they
thensel ves commi tted crimnals of fences.

The Prime Mnister said it was the duty of all Ml aysians to ensure that
peace and harnony were naintained at all tines.

"If there are riots or denonstrations, even tourists will stay away,"” he
said, adding that tourist arrivals in Ml aysia dropped by 25 per cent.

Al so present at the Unity Day cel ebrations were National Unity and
Soci al Devel opnent M nister Datin Paduka Zal eha |Ismail and Sel angor
Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Onar.
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