17 NOV 1998
Court - Kar pal
KARPAL SI NGH APPLI ES TO SET ASI DE SUBPOENA

KUALA LUWPUR, Nov 18 (Bernamm) -- Lawyer Karpal Singh today filed a
notice of motion in the High Court here today seeking an order to set aside
a subpoena served on himto appear as a prosecution witness at the
corruptiontrial of former Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

Anwar's trial on four counts of corrupt practice resunes on Monday.

In the notice, Karpal Singh said that the subpoena, which is undat ed,

i ssued by the deputy regi strar of the High Court, should be set aside as it
i s vexatious and an abuse of the court process.

He al so stated that he would not be able to adduce any materi al
evi dence in the case.

The subpoena, served on himat 11.30aml ast Friday outside the court,
requires himto be present in court fromMnday to Dec 12.

Karpal Singh, 58, in his affidavit, said that he was present in court
on Friday to obtain Anwar's signature on his (Anwar's) affidavit in support
of his application to seek a declaration fromthe H gh Court that his
di sm ssal as Deputy Prinme M nister and Fi nance M ni ster was
unconstitutional and invalid.

Anwar has naned Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and t he
government as the first and second def endant respectively.

Karpal Singh further stated in his affidavit that the prosecution had
never indicated to himthat he woul d be required to testify at Anwar's
trial which began on Nov 2.

He said that he was present on the first day of the trial to apply to
hol d a wat chi ng brief for Suknma Dar mawan Sasnitaat Madja, Anwar's adopted
brother who is serving a six nonths' jail termfor comiting an act of
gross i ndecency by al |l owi ng Anwar to sodomni se him (The application was
rejected).

No st atenent had been recorded fromhi mas a prosecuti on wi tness, he
sai d.

Karpal Singh said that his presence in court woul d cause a serious
disruption to his duties as a | awyer and Menber of Parlianent.

Furthernore, he said, he had to be in London on Nov 26 as his son,
Rankar pal Singh, would be admitted to the Gay's Inn as Barrister-at-Law.

Karpal Singh told reporters |ater that he hoped his application could
be heard on Monday by Justice Datuk S. Augustine Paul who i s presiding over
Anwar' s case.
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