23 NOV 1998
Court - Anwar (Karpal Singh)
KARPAL SI NGH AS W TNESS, COURT FI XED DEC 4 TO HEAR APPL| CATI ON

KUALA LUWMPUR, Nov 23 (Bernama) -- The Hi gh Court here today postponed
to Dec 4 | awyer Karpal Singh's application not to appear as a prosecution
witness at the corruption trial of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

Justice Datuk S. Augustine Paul said the prosecution should produce an
affidavit inreply to the applicati on nade by Karpal and showthe reasons
why he (Karpal Singh) was required as its w tness.

Justice Augustine Paul then all owed Seni or Deputy Public Prosecutor
Dat uk Abdul Gani Patail's applicationto file the affidavit for the next
heari ng.

Karpal Singh, who is representing Anwar in a civil suit challenging the
legality of his dismssal fromthe Cabinet on Sept 2, filed the notice of
not i on seeking an order to set aside a subpoena served on hi mto appear as
a prosecution witness at the corruption trial of fornmer Deputy Prinme
M ni ster.

Anwar trial's on four counts of corrupt practice resunes today after a
week-1 ong break.

In the notice, Karpal Singh said the undated subpoena i ssued by the
deputy regi strar of the High Court, should be set aside as it is vexati ous
and an abuse of the court process.

Abdul Gani, in his submissions, told the court that Karpal Singhis
material to the case as Unm Hafilda Ali and Azi zan Abu Bakar nmet him"j ust
before they were arrested" |ast year.

Earlier, the court was told that Umm Hafilda is the witer of a letter
entitled "Perihal Sal ah Laku Ti nbal an Perdana Menteri" (The Matter of the
M sconduct of the Deputy Prinme Mnister) addressed to Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad dat ed Aug 5, 1997 and Azi zan, Anwar's forner
driver, who swore that he was sodoni sed by the former Deputy Prine
M ni ster.

In his explanation to the court, Abdul Gani said the prosecution
obt ai ned t he sumtmons on Nov 13 at about 10amand it was duly served an hour
| at er when Kar pal Singh happened to be in court.

Karpal Singh submitted that there was no basis for the i ssuance of the
subpoena as no statenent was taken fromhi mand he was not i nformed that he
was goi ng to be the wi tness when he applied to be hold a watching brief in
t he case.

On Nov 2, Karpal Singh applied to the court to hold a watching brief
for Sukrma Dar mawan Sasmitaat Madja, Anwar's adopted brother who i s serving
a six months' inprisonnment after pleading guilty to all owi ng Anwar to
sodomi se him

"There was no indication that | was required as witness in this case,"”
he said.

Justi ce Augustine Paul however di sagreed with Karpal Singh on the issue
t hat he had not given any statenment to the police as the police could
subpoena anybody at any tinme w thout a statenent havi ng been taken.

In the notice, Karpal Singh stated that he woul d not be able to adduce
any material evidence in the case.

The subpoena served on himat 11.30amon Nov 13, outside the court
requires himto be present in court fromtoday to Dec 12.

Karpal Singh said that his presence in court woul d cause a serious
disruptionto his duties as a | awyer and Menber of Parlianent.

Furt hernore, he said, he had to be i n London on Thursday as his son,



Rankar pal Singh, would be admitted to the Gray's I nn as Barrister-at-Law.

The court allowed himto attend the graduation and fi xed Dec 4 to hear
the application as the counsel will be back the day before.

Earlier, Justice Augustine Paul rejected counsel Mah Wng Kwai's
application to act for the Bar Council to hold a watching brief at the
hearing of the application.

Justice Augustine Paul, in rejecting the application, said he was
unabl e to step beyond the power given to the Bar Council by Parliament as
stated in Section 42 of the Legal Profession Act.

Mah, in his subm ssions, said that the council should be allowed to
hol d a watching brief inthe public interest and to protect the | egal
pr of essi on.
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