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Kazakhstan mission to tell of investnent opportunities

Rosnazura Idrus

ONE year after setting up an enbassy in Ml aysia, the Republic of
Kazakhstan is "going public" via a sem nar tonorrow at the Institute of
Di pl omacy and Foreign Rel ations in Jalan El nmu, Kuala Lunpur.

The sem nar, which will start at 10am w Il highlight all there is to
know about the former Soviet Union state which obtai ned sovereignty in
Decenber 1991.

Kazakhst an anbassador Amankel di Zhurmabayev said the sem nar wll
enlighten Mal aysians on the republic's current econom c and politica
policies and i nvestnent opportunities.

Zhumabayev sai d the head of the European Desk from Wsna Putra, Datuk M
Sant hananaban, woul d al so be present to give a speech on Ml aysi a-
Kazakhst an di pl omatic rel ations.

He said this during a dinner for the Press held at the J.W Marriott
Hotel recently.

He sai d anbassadors fromother countries |ike Turkey, Russia, Italy,
Croatia and Sudan woul d al so be at the sem nar, organi sed by the enbassy
with the co-operation of the institute.

The Republic of Kazakhstan Enbassy was established in Kuala Lunpur in
February | ast year. Kazakhstan is the second country fromthe forner
Soviet Union to establish its enbassy in Kuala Lunpur after Russia.

The Kazakhst an enbassy in Kuala Lunmpur is the only one in Sout heast Asia.
"Diplomatic relations with Mal aysia was established in July 1996 with
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad's visit to the then capital
of Kazakhstan, Almaty, to nmeet our president Nursultan Nazarbayev,"

Zhumabayev sai d. The present capital is Aknol a.

Zhumabayev said his country's main exports were oil, gas and m neral s.

"Ninety of the elements in the periodic table can be found in our
country and 70 of themare mned,"” he said.

He said the country's two per cent growth rate was expected to increase
to five per cent in two years.

Covering an area five tinmes bigger than France, Kazakhstan is the ninth
bi ggest country in the world. The popul ati on, however, is only 17 mllion
Zhumabayev said the small popul ati on was nade up of 131 ethnic groups.
"Kazakhs and Russians formthe biggest groups with 52 and 30 per cent
respectively," he said, adding that 65 per cent of its people were Mislins

while the rest were Christians and Buddhi sts.

Bei ng a | andl ocked country, Kazakhstan is accessible via air and
rail way.

"Before 1991, Kazakhstan was accessible via Russia, but nowthere are
rai l way networks connecting the country with the Persian Gulf and China,"
he sai d.

To date, the flagship carrier Kazakh Air only flies to Bangkok but
Zhumabayev hoped that one day there would be direct flights fromhis
country to Kual a Lunpur
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