05/ 08/ 1998
PM Don't take us for granted (HL)

Farush Khan; Ravi Nambi ar

JOHCOR BARU, Tues. - Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad tol d
Si ngapore today not to take Mal aysi a's good naturedness for granted,
sayi ng the republic should be nore considerate inits dealings with

nei ghbours.
"I have nointentiontoincite the people's feelings. But facts are
facts. (They shoul d) be nore considerate... W have been consi derate, " he

sai d when addressing a capacity crowd conpri si ng Umo and Bari san Nasi ona
| eaders, community chiefs, government officials and menbers of
organi sations at the city council indoor stadium

Dr Mahathir said this in reference to Singapore's directive that
Mal aysia rel ocate its Customs, I mmigration and Quarantine (ClQ checkpoint
at Tanjong Pagar railway station to Wodl ands.

He sai d Mal aysi a had al ways adopted a "prosper thy nei ghbour" policy as
it realisedthat when a country gets rich, its nei ghbours woul d not have
probl ens.

"That is why we are upset when there is tension between us and
Si ngapore," he said.

This is the fourth leg of the Prime Mnister's visit tothe States to
meet Umo | eaders and explain to the people the Governnent's efforts to
overcome the country's economi c problens. He started with Kedah, followed
by Mal acca and Negri Senbil an.

Dr Mahathir, who i s Umo president and BN chai rman, said Ml aysi a had
always tried its best to have a good rel ationship w th Singapore.

"I have net their |eaders to maintain good bilateral relations, but what
do we get in return? (They) ask our (I mrigrati on and Custons) officers to
| eave (the Tanjung Pagar train station)."

Si ngapore, which relocatedits ClQfacilities to a newrail checkpoint
i n Whodl ands on Saturday, had said the Mal aysian | mmigrati on woul d cease
to have any authority to performits functions at Tanjong Pagar once
Si ngapore I nmigrati on was no | onger present tolend its authority.

But despite the strong warning, Malaysia had remained firminits
deci sion not to relocate.

The crowd gave Dr Mahathir a spirited ovati on when he spoke of
Si ngapore' s shabby treatnent of Ml aysi a.

In the context of the relocation of the CiQfacilities, Dr Mahathir
asked: "By Mal aysi a having two or three offices in Singapore will this
cause such a major problemto the republic?”

The offi ces had been there for along tinme on | and owned by Ml aysi a.

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysia nmeant no harmto others, adding that
Mal aysi ans woul d like to be friends with everyone

"But do not take for granted our good naturedness. | do not want to say
anything nore, but ... Hear! Hear! Hear!" he said.

On Friday, Singapore parlianmentarians had responded with a chorus of
“hear, hear, hear', when Qpposition Menber of Parlianent Low Thi a Khi ang
had asked why an i ndependent Si ngapore shoul d al | ow Mal aysi a to even have
space in Wodl ands.

Earlier, Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hnman, on behal f of the
peopl e of Johor, pledged their support to the Government in overcom ng the
econom ¢ probl ens.
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