27 MAR 1998
Razal ei gh
KEEP HELPI NG BUM COWPANI ES, SAYS RAZALEI GH

GUA MUSANG, March 27 (Bernanma) -- Forner finance mnister Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah has urged the government to continue taking appropriate
measures to hel p Bunmi putera conpanies as it steers the country towards
econoni c recovery.

At the sane, he said, the government should increase investnent in
education to prepare the country's future | eaders and neet greater needs of
nati on- bui | di ng.

"The current problens of the Bum putera conpanies are not caused by
poor financial managenent or inefficient adm nistration but because of the
ringgit's depreciation," he said.

Razal ei gh, who is the appoi nted Gua Musang Umo divi sion chiwef, was
speaking to reporters after opening the divisional delegates' neeting here
t oday.

He is al so Menber of Parlianment for Gua Musang and forner president of
t he now defunct Parti Semangat Mel ayu 46.

He said probl ematic Bum putera conpani es woul d need governnent's
assi stance not for the sake of the individuals who owned them but nore for
t he Mal ays whose livelihood depended on the conpani es.

On Umo, Tengku Razal eigh said he owed it to Prime Mnister and party
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad for the confidence and trust in
himto | ead t he Gua Miusang di vi si on.

Fol | owi ng Tengku Razal ei gh' s appoi ntnent to the post, the incunbent
chi ef Mohamad Saufi Deranan becane his deputy.

Tengku Razal ei gh expressed confidence that Umo woul d wrest control of
Kel antan from PAS in the next general election provided Umo nenbers worked
hard and put party interests first.-- BERNAMA
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