25 JUL 1998
Mahat hir - Smart
KEEP UP THE | MAGE, MAHATHI R TELLS BUSI NESSVAN

By: Zul kefli Salleh

JOHANNESBURG, July 25 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad has asked Mal aysi an conpani es and i nvestors in South
Africa and el sewhere to keep up the good i mage they earned through the
concept of smart partnership and "prosper your nei ghbour” policy.

Dr Mahathir, who is on a two-day visit here, also rem nded them of the
i mportance of fulfilling their social responsibility and not just think of
maki ng profit fromtheir ventures.

"Ml aysi a's phil osophy is to hel p our nei ghbours prosper, albeit, in a
limted way because we oursel ves are not very prosperous,” he said.

The prinme mnister was speaking during a visit Friday to the Pecanwood
estate country living resort being devel oped by Mal aysia's Country Heights
Hol di ngs and a | ocal devel oper Maccon, about 60 kilonetres fromhere.

Dr Mahathir, a staunch advocator of the "prosper your nei ghbour”
policy, said experience had shown that inpoverished nei ghbours would only
bring problens such as illegal immgrants, which South Africa was faniliar
wi th.

The Pecanwood project, initiated in 1996, covers 237 hectres of fornmer
tomato farm and overl ooki ng a big natural |ake and nountai ns.

Besi des a 18-hol e Jack N cklaus-quality golf course, it also has a
mari na and provi des for 900 bungal ow |l ots priced at between RMLOO, 000 and
RMBOO, 000, about half of which have been sol d.

Dr Mahat hir prai sed the Pecanwood project which he said was a good
exanpl e of smart partnership and "prosper your nei ghbour” policy because it
woul d contribute towards the devel opnment of South Africa's tourism
i ndustry.

He said he was glad the RML20-mi|lion project had created job
opportunities to the | ocal people not only in the construction industry but
inthe hospitality industry as well.

Dr Mahat hir comrended the joint venture for including a student
exchange programe which allows for 30 students a year to go for training
in the hotel and tourismindustry in Ml aysia.

Simon Mol efe, Premier of North West Executive Popo, in his speech said
he was gl ad that the project has provided 1,500 jobs for construction
wor kers and 350 other ancillary jobs.

"The project will in itself also have an accel erator effect on the
| ocal, the provincial and indeed the national econony as this estate w ||
rely in the surroundi ng econony for continuous supplies and service," he
sai d.

Chi ef executive of Country Heights Tan Sri Lee KimYew told reporters
that the exchange programe under which 30 |ocal students would stay in
Mal aysia for nine nonths was inspired by Dr Mahathir's snart partnership
and "prosper your nei ghbour" policy.

Al so present was Energy, Tel ecomunications and Posts M nister Datuk
Leo Moggi e was al so present.
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