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Kel ant an Umo | ooki ng to Razal ei gh for extra push

Jocel i ne Tan

I Fall had gone according to pl an yesterday, Kel antan Umo strongman Dat uk
Annuar Musa woul d have woken up early this norning in Pos Brooke, an Orang
Asli hamet in a still unsullied corner of this north-eastern State

Annuar's appointnent with this far-flung settlenment of about 600 a day
earlier was to | aunch a sol ar system project.

"It's to generate electricity for the Orang Asli," says Ml Alwi Che
Ahmad, the articulate political secretary to Annuar.

The norning prior to the Pos Brooke appointnent, his boss had rmade
speaki ng stops at two State constituencies - Dabong and Pergau

The weekend programre nore or | ess kicked off what has been touted as
the Kel antan Umo "roadshow' and which will |ay the canpai gn ground for
t he next general election

That the "roadshow' began i n Gua Musang, the political heartland of the
aristocrat-politician Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, was not | ost on nost
Kel ant an peopl e.

It is an acknowl edgenent of Tengku Razal ei gh's political clout and his
royal status in a State where the pal ace is perceived as a ki ng-nmaker in
the political process. And it al so denbnstrates, once again, the shrewd
politician Annuar is.

Tengku Razal ei gh has been Menber Parlianent for Gua Misang since 1969,
when t he constituency was known as U u Kel ant an and spraw ed over three-
gquarters of the State (its size today is about two-thirds of Kel antan).

Thus, Tengku Razal ei gh was an i ndi spensible figure in Annuar's weekend
progranmme, whether at Pos Brooke (the Orang Asli there regard himas their
"royal protector”) or the Ma'al Hijrah gathering in Gua Musang t own on
Sunday nor ni ng.

Ti es between Tengku Razal ei gh and Annuar - a one-tine protege who
forsook his nentor - has turned out much better than expected.

Bot h men have behaved wi th contained maturity. The el der man has been
graci ous and co-operative whereas the younger one has shown respect, even
def erence, for the forner.

The former Finance Mnister, it is said, does not hold grudges or, at
| east, he doesn't showit. Thus, since his return to Umo, a string of
Umo | eaders have met up with him- to re-establish old ties, to chit-
chat, for discussions and to seek advi ce.

"He treats themall with courtesy,"” says his ai de Ahmad Shabery Chi k.

At the sane time, Tengku Razal ei gh's working relationship with Annuar is
based on the premi se that both of themtake their orders fromPrine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is al so Kel antan Umo chi ef.

The Kel antan prince, wi dely known as Ku Li, has been careful not to
overstep his political prerogatives for Annuar, though No 2 in the State
Umo hi erarchy, is the man who actually runs the show.

What seens clear is that both nen and their key supporters recognise
their symbiotic uses for each other.

"W are organising the grand finale. I n Kelantan, the com ng genera
electionis abigthing, like the Third Wrld War," says Dat uk Rozal
| sohak.

The genial, friend-to-everybody Rozali is Barisan Nasional information
head i n Kel antan and the forner State Parti Mel ayu Semangat 46 chi ef.

But this unswerving | oyalist of Tengku Razal ei gh al so adnits that the
sane sense of purpose and co-operation may not be as evenly spread on the



ground.

The reason: to date, only 40,000 of the 80,000 fornmer S46 nmenbers who
had j oi ned Umo en bl oc have found honmes in Umo branches in the State.
The rest, it seens, are nenbers w thout branches.

"I always tell themsabar (be patient), things are inproving,
Rozal i .

A oft-heard | ament is that branch or division | eaders are not keen to
absorb thembecause they fear the i nflux of such great nunbers will upset
the | ocal power equation

It was precisely for doing sonething Ii ke that the former head of the
Kubang Keri an divi sion was disallowed - by order of the suprene council -
to defend his post.

Says Rozali: "In that sense, Dr Mahathir is sincere about our com ng
back. He has made it very clear that he doesn't like the attitude of sone
of the division heads."

But | ocal Umo | eaders are unapol ogeti c about scrutinising new nanes
even though the list was sent down fromthe party headquarters.

According to Kota Baru division treasurer Zahari \Wahab, "some (of the
names) were genui ne, sone were not".

The division, which formed a commttee specifically for this, found that
a nurmber of nanes appeared to have been gl eaned fromthe voter
registration list and sonme even turned out to be staunch Pas supporters.

Eventual | y, the division verified and accepted 5,000 nanes from13, 000
on the list.

In the case of Pasir Mas, division head Datuk IbrahimAli quite adroitly
avoi ded controversy by passing the decision-making to the headquarters
whi ch, after sieving through 10,000 nanes, verified 4, 000.

| brahi mthen del egated the job of branch placenent to two former S46
| eaders in his division

But there is unani nous agreenent that the returnees shoul d not expect
cushy positions "just like that" nor could they expect to be wel coned |ike
| ong- 1 ost cousi ns.

Thus, it took Dr Mahathir's intervention to persuade Mohanmad Saufi
Deraman to step asi de for Tengku Razal ei gh i n Gua Musang whereas in Jeli
an Assenblyman in the area was clearly rattled when a popul ar former S$S46
figure who got into the division' s conmittee with the highest nunber of
vot es.

"Al'l teething problens ... takes time for relations to truly warmup,"
says one-tine Kel antan strongman Tan Sri Hussei n Ahmad.

Quite naturally too, forner S46 people feel that Tengku Razal ei gh
deserves a nore prom nent role apart frombei ng head of the Gua Miusang
di vi si on.

For instance, one Kel antan man was anmused when told by a | oca
politician that a soon-to-be-set-up Miulti-media Mnistry would go to
Tengku Razal ei gh. He was even nore anused when the politician eventually
admitted hearing it froma former S46 politician.

But the incident does serve to showthat supporters of his huge Kel antan
personal ity wi sh a bigger and nore formal role for him

The feeling is confined not only to ex-S46 people for even Zahari
admts: "He commands respect fromthe nasses, Umo | eaders and t he pal ace.
Al ready, he is a key figure in Umo. He can be a synbol of the newunity
in Umo."

And while they agree that Annuar is hardworking and comritted, he is no
mat ch for the political synbol that Pas has in their Tok Guru Datuk Ni k
Aziz Nk Mat.

Tengku Razal ei gh, Zahari insists, is a nore even match for N k Azi z.

"Yes, they are nore equal in terns of charism," says |brahim

says



It is clear that many Mal ays are drawn to Nik Aziz's aura of religiosity
and humlity. At the same tine, they are just as intrigued by the
conbi nati on of royalty, intellect and easy charmthat makes up the person
of Tengku Razal ei gh

And just as one should not belittle the Pas strength (which the party
has been openly boasti ng about), one cannot underesti mate the hol d Tengku
Razal ei gh has over Kel antan people's sense of identity.

A senior journalist who was on the plane that flew Tengku Razal ei gh from
Kual a Lunmpur to Kota Baru after being defeated by Tan Sri Musa Hi tamf or
the No 2 post in Umo, was stunned to see thousands of Kel antan peopl e on
the tarmac, swarmed around the plane, waiting to see and touch their
vanqui shed prince.

“"It's a scene I'Il never forget. That was the charisma of Tengku
Razal ei gh, " he says
Tengku Razal ei gh has not | ost that aura and can still comand a crowd

wherever he is schedul ed to speak. But, says a Kel antan politician,
speci al as Tengku Razal ei gh nmay be, he is nore "a sunset figure than part
of sunrise".

The prince, on his part, is said to be quite serious about playing only
the "gurkha" role in Umo, a pledge he nade hal f-seriously shortly after
returning to Umo.

Says Shabery: "So many people conme and tell him you should do this, get
that. But heis not in a positionto do that and he won't try to | obby for
that kind of position."

He has told nore than a few people that he prefers to "work on the
ground".

Sone think he woul d rather do without a position than end up with a post
t hat does not neasure up to the i nage his supporters have of him

It explains why the coveted Menteri Besar's post has never been all uded
to him Heis sinmply not interested in it although whoever aspires to the
seat may have to win his good side

The reason: he is influential with the pal ace and whoever hopes to be an
ef fective Menteri Besar needs a good worki ng rel ati onship with the pal ace.

But post or no post, Kelantan Umo is | ooking to Tengku Razal ei gh and
his men for that extra push in the next general el ection

They think they are within an ace of w nning the State.

Umo | ost marginally in a nunber of constituencies in the 1995 polls.

"The outcome this tinme depends largely on their (forner S46) input. If
the nunbers they put forward are real, then the State is ours,"” says
| br ahi m
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