21/ 07/ 1998

Keng Yai k: Local Press should pay heed to PM s advi ce

LUMJT, Mon. - Gerakan President Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yaik said the | ocal
Press shoul d pay heed to Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad' s
advice not to persist in publishing negative reports of the country which
coul d be exploited by the foreign nedia.

"The | ocal Press should print reports which can pronote a conduci ve
at nosphere especially on the econom ¢ situation of the country, " he added.

Speaking after nmeeting party nmenbers in Pantai Rem s, near here
yesterday, he said the | ocal nedi a shoul d not provide "amunition” for the
foreign Press to publish reports out of proportion.

Dr Li mwas conmenting on the statenent by the Prinme M nister who said
sone segnents of the | ocal nedia deliberately highlighted negative reports
on the country.

Journal i sts shoul d make proper investigations before publishingtheir
reports, he said.

Limal so took to task DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang for saying
that there was a "bl ack hand" behind the nedia in exploiting the crisis in
the party.

Kit Siang had said that there was a "bl ack hand" behi nd certain nedi a
canpaigns to exploit the party's crisis and destroy DAP to hel p the
Bari san Nasional in the next general election.

Meanwhile, Dr Limwho is also Primary Industries Mnister said he had
asked the M ni ster of Science, Technol ogy and Envi ronnment, Datuk Law Hi eng
Ding, to speed up the issue of alist of the types of waste that coul d be
di sposed by burning in rubber small hol di ngs.

"This is to avoid the smal |l hol ders frombeing fined by the Departnent of
Envi ronnent for open burning," he said, adding that Law had earlier
prom sed that such a list would be distributed for the benefit of the
smal | hol ders.

He sai d now was the season for replanting of rubber and oil pal mbut
many smal | hol ders were facing the probl emof clearing the waste on their
pl ot s because of DCE conditions.
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