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KENNETT REFUSES TO BACK HOMRD OVER MAHATHI R

By: Neville D Cruz

MELBOURNE, Sept 24 (Bernamm) -- The Premier of Victoria Jeffrey Kennett
today refused to endorse Australian Prine Mnister John Howard' s coments
on the arrest of former Ml aysian Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar
I brahim which led to an official conplaint fromthe Ml aysi an Governnent.

Kennett said he would not conment on Howard' s statenent that Ml aysia
was noving to a nore "authoritarian approach” follow ng Anwar's arrest but
i ndi cated he held a different view

The Victoria prenmier had a hal f-hour neeting with Ml aysian Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad at the start of the recent 16th
Comonweal th Ganes in Kual a Lunpur.

Mahat hir sai d yesterday that Howard was "w ong, absolutely" and shoul d
"check the real facts" before maki ng accusati ons.

“"I"'mnot going to enter into that," Kennett, who did his Nationa
Service in Malaysia in the 1960s, told reporters.

Kennett said that neither Howard nor Opposition | eader Ki m Beazl ey had
conmented on US President Bill dinton's difficulties.

"We're leaving that to the President and the Anericans to work it out,
as is correct," he said.

Hi s comments today come just a week after he slammed "The Age"
newspaper for "intol erance and | ack of understanding" after it criticised
Mahathir in an editorial saying Australians should not judge Ml aysia too
har shl y.

"Mal aysia is trying to adjust and | don't think we should be too harsh
on themfor the neasures they have taken," Kennett said.

It was dangerous to judge other countries by Australian standards and
Australia should not dictate to its beighbours if it valued its trade and
di pl omatic rel ati onshi ps, he added.
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