29/ 04/ 1998

Ki ng | aunches Ma'al Hijrah cel ebrations

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Ma'al Hijrah, marking the new I sl am c cal endar
year of 1419, was cel ebrated on a noderate scal e throughout the country
t oday.

The national -1 evel cel ebrations thened "Country's Well-being, Qur
Responsi bility" was | aunched by the Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja' af ar
at Pusat Islam

It was attended by over 1,300 Muslims. Present were Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Al

They were joined by Mnister inthe Prine Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr
Abdul Hamid O hman, Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and
Entrepreneur Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mohaned.

There was no presentation of the national Tokoh Ma'al Hijrah award this
year.

In Alor Star, Ma'al Hijrah was cel ebrated on a nbderate scale froml ast
ni ght with about 1,000 people joining the Sultan and ot her nmenbers of the
State Governnent in a yassin recital at Masjid Zahir.

Supplicatory prayers (senbahyang hajat) for rain were also held after
the recital.

This norning, a special gathering of students, youth clubs and
associ ation menbers was held at Wsna Darul Aman to honour the Tokoh Maa
H jrah Kedah - State Fatwa Conmittee chairman Dat uk Paduka Shei kh Abdu
Maj i d Mohd Noor

Shei kh Abdul Majid, a teacher and adm nistrator, who won the Tokoh Guru
title in 1987, was presented the award by the Sultan.

Earlier, in his address, the Sultan urged Muslinms not to be discouraged
by the current economic problens but to continue working hard to help the
country achi eve a speedy recovery.

In Mal acca, Muslinms in the State were urged to continue paying tithes
and not to use the present econom ¢ problens as a excuse for not doing so.

Chief Mnister Datuk Seri Abu Zahar Isnin said tithe paynments woul d
assi st the less fortunate.

Former State nufti, Datuk Shei kh Mohamad Yunus Mohamad Yatim 69, was
chosen for this year's Tokoh Ma'al Hijrah award

Shei kh Mohamad Yunus, who was a nufti from Aug 16, 1979 till retirenent
in April 1996, was recognised for his contribution to Muslins and |slam

In Kota Kinablu, 3,000 Miuslins joined the cel ebrati ons opened by Yang
di - Pertua Negeri Tun Sakaran Dandai

In his speech, Ma'al Hijrah 1419 organi sing commttee chairnman Dat uk
Pandi kar Amin Mulia said the Muslimconmunity shoul d not pani c when facing
t he econonic probl ens and the prol onged drought.

They shoul d i nstead be patient and assist the Governnent in seeking
sol uti ons.

Meanwhi | e, Sakaran sai d the peopl e should continue to stay united in the
wake of economic problens facing the country.

Sakaran urged the people to live a sinple life and to exercise prudence.

In I poh, Sultan of Perak Sultan Azl an Shah urged Muslins to accept the
current economc problemin their stride and treat it as a | esson.

"The best way will be to evaluate and revise all the strategies and
pl ans we have undertaken so far so that the situation does not
deteriorate," he said.

Rel i gi ous teacher Mhamed H sham Anang, 71 of Bagan Datoh, Hilir Perak,



was naned the State Tokoh Ma'al Hijrah this year

He received RMB, 000, a certificate of merit and other prizes fromthe
Sul t an.

In Terengganu, about 1,500 gathered at the Kol ej Agana Sultan Zai na
Abidin to mark the occasi on.

The Sul tan of Terengganu presented the Tokoh Ma'al Hjrah award to
fornmer religious teacher Endut Yusuf, 73, of Kanpung Seberang Bukit
Turmbuh, Kual a Ter engganu

He advi sed the people to exercise prudence when spendi ng and urged the
youths to stay away fromunhealthy activities.

In Penang, the State award for Qutstanding Muslimof the Year went to
Shafien Ml Zain, the principal of the Sekol ah Menengah Maahad Al - Mashor
Al -Islam in Sungai Batu, Tel uk Kunbar.

The Masjid Jamek Al -Badawi of Kepala Batas fromthe Seberang Pera
northern district of Butterworth was judged the State's "Best Msque of
the Year".

The prizes were presented by Yang di - Pertua Negeri Tun Dr Hanmdan Shei kh
Tahir.

In Serenban, forner teacher Ali Misa, 75, was naned the State-|eve
Tokoh Ma'al Hijrah while Sansung El ectronics Group Mal aysia received the
Qual ity Award.

Al'i received RVM2,000 fromthe State Islam c Religious Council, a robe, a
certificate of appreciation and religi ous books worth RML, 000 whil e
Sansung received a trophy and a certificate of appreciation.

In Johor Baru, the Sultan of Johor |ed a congregati on of about 2,000
Muslinms for the surah yassin and tahlil recital at the Sultan Abu Bakar
Mosque yest er day.

This norning, Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Chani Ot hnman attended the Awal
Muhar am cel ebrati on at Konplex |Islam About 1,000 people attended

At the function, Datuk Ahnmad Arshad was decl ared the reciepient of the
State-1level Tokoh Ma'al Hijrah award.

Ahrmad, who is also the president of the National Small hol ders
Associ ati on of Mal aysia, was chosen for his contribution to the
devel oprment of small holders in Johor, as well as for his 14-year service
as a religious teacher.

I n Kuantan, the Sultan of Pahang called on Muslins to practice the
culture of hijrah and jemaah as it could strengthen the harnmony of famly
institutions and the comunity.

He said the spirit of sharing had been shadowed by people nore worried
about their prosperity and luxury. He said such an attitude shoul d not
conti nue.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mhd Khalil Yaakob, Deputy
Menteri Besar Datuk Hasan Arifin, State Education and Religious Affairs
Commi ttee chai rman Dat uk Adnan Yaakob and Pahang State Assenbly Speaker
Dat uk Abdul | ah Ki a.
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