11/ 05/ 1998
King to open RMD billion airport on June 29

I zat un Hani m Shari

PETALI NG JAYA, Sun. - The ultra-nodern RVP billion Kual a Lunpur
International Airport in Sepang will be opened by Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Tuanku Ja' afar on June 29.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said today the Cabinet
had agreed on the date | ast week.

The announcenent brings to an end nonths of waiting and specul ati on,
during which the opening date of the airport - reputed to be one of the
worl d's best - was tw ce postponed.

It was originally planned to be operational on Jan 1 but |ater
reschedul ed to April.

On March 10, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi mannounced a
further delay to the opening of the airport and said that it would be
begi n comrerci al operations in June, although no specific date was
announced.

The Cabi net, however, agreed to allow chartered flights to operate at
KLIA prior to its opening to comrercial flights. Last Wednesday, the KLIA
received its first passengers with the landing of two Transnile Air haj
flights fromJeddah.

The opening date, which falls on a Monday, was deci ded based on the
m ni mum armount of air traffic at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah |nternationa
Ai rport in Subang.

This is to facilitate the snmooth novenent of equi prment from Subang to
Sepang, a distance of 50km on the eve of the KLIA s opening.

"The KLIA will take over the activities of Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah
International Airport at midnight on the sane day," Dr Ling said.

He told reporters after the Wesak Day cel ebrati ons at Kwan Inn Teng
Tenple that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad woul d deliver a
keynot e address.

Dr Ling said the consultant conpany for the shift was Gernman-based
Agi pl an, whi ch nanages the Minich Airport.

On the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah International Airport, he said it would be
used by the air force in addition to being the site for a flight training
school , aerospace centre, and convention exhibition centre, anong others.

He added that the debate on whether donestic flights should operate from
Subang was still ongoing.
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