16/ 06/ 1998

Kit Siang denies nepotismin treatnment of Guan Eng

PETALI NG JAYA, Mon. - DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang today denied
there was nepotismin the party's treatment of his son, Guan Eng.

Defi ning nepotismas "favouritismshown to relatives or friends in
conferring offices or privileges", he said if he was guilty of nepotism
"it nust be the nobst unique and unprecedented type of nepotismin the
wor | d".

He said Guan Eng only had a prison termin store for him on top of an
18-nont h detention under the Internal Security Act 11 years ago.

He al so said Guan Eng, who is DAP deputy secretary-general, had given up
his bank officer's job to "plunge into the political mael strom forsaking
a bed of roses for a crown of thorns".

Li mwas speaking at a Press conference where he "chall enged" the Prine
M nister to establish a royal comm ssion of inquiry to | ook into nepotism
and the nedia to report his statement promnently.

He also said it was in "poor taste" for Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
to corment that he (Lin) would appoint his son, wife and other famly
nmenbers into the Cabinet if DAP formed the Government.

"I have asked (Dr) Mahathir to apologise to ny wife ... | had never
dragged the wife of the Prine Mnister, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned
Ali, into any political controversy."

Limal so said the "gag order” was not nmade by himbut by DAP
di sciplinary conmttee chai rman, Ahnad Nor

"If thisis a gag order ... then | amal so gagged as party secretary-
general ," he said.

He mai ntai ned that he was "gagged" when asked if Sabah DAP vi ce-chai r man
OCswal d Mpjingol's resignation nmeant a widening split in the party, and
that if he made a comment, he could be "haul ed up".

He al so said he would not be surprised if the general election was
called "as early as August", but declined to reply when asked if the DAP
was ready.

Li mchal | enged the nedia to publish his statenent prom nently, saying
that this was a test of Press freedomand mass nedia fair play.

He repeated this call when reporters asked hi mseveral questions
i ncl udi ng about DAP menbers' comments on his "authoritarian rule".

He said he would reply these questions if the Press showed itself to be
fair by carrying his statement promni nently.
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