11/ 07/ 1998

Kit Siang calls for Mnisterial statement on current problens

PENANG, Fri. - Opposition |leader LimKit Siang today urged Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahimto present a Mnisterial statenent in
Parl i ament on Monday on the worsening econom c crisis.

Limsaid the statenment should give revised gross donestic product
estimates, the progress and success of the National Econom c Action
Council, the econom c recovery neasures bei ng undertaken and how t he
Governnment proposed to restore confidence anpong the peopl e and investors,
both [ ocal and international

"The Mnisterial statenent should be followed by a full debate in
Parlianment," said Lim

Lim who is also MP for Tanjung, said at a Press conference that it was
time that the Governnent cane out with a nore realistic projection of the
GDP growth this year for the Mal aysi an econony.

The Mal aysian ringgit fell to a five-nmonth | ow agai nst the US doll ar
breaki ng through the 4.20 | evel on Thursday while the Kual a Lunpur Stock
Exchange mar ket conposite index fell 7.39 points to 447.89.

This, Limpointed out, was one of the disturbing signs that although
Mal aysi a had been hit by the economic crisis for a year, there was stil

no respite and that all indications were that the worst was yet to cone.

He also called on Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad to put
of f the debate on the Chemi sts Act 1975 (Amendnent) Bill in Parlianment on
Monday.

Limsaid Dr Mahathir should ensure that Parlianent gave top priority to
a full debate on the econonmic crisis and his notion on nepoti smon the
first two days of Parlianent.

"This is to show Mal aysi ans and the world that the Ml aysian Parli anent
has a proper order of priorities about what the burning issues in the
country are," he said.

Limsaid it woul d make a conpl ete nockery of the Parlianentary process
if Barisan Nasional MPs were to spend two days on the three-paragraph
Chemi sts Amendnent Bil |
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