23 AUG 1998
DAP- Congr ess
KIT SI ANG SAYS PARTY HAS G VEN CLEAR MANADATE TO CEC

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 23 (Bernama) -- The DAP congress has given a clear
mandate to the party's new y-el ected central executive conmttee (CEC) to
restore party discipline, secretary-general LimKit Siang said today.

He said the restoration of party discipline and public confidence in
the credibility and integrity of the DAP | eadership would be top on the new
CEC s agenda.

"I cannot ask for a better CEC than the one elected by the party
congress yesterday and the next CEC neeting will co-opt up to 10 nenbers to
broaden the base of the top national |eadership

"This is to prepare for the greatest challenge in the DAP's 32 year
history -- the denial of two-thirds parlianmentary mgjority to the Barisan
Nasi onal in the next general election which is probably around the corner,"
he told reporters here today.

Lim who is Parliamentary Qpposition Leader and Menber of Parlianent
for Tanjong, referred to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad's
statement in Kota Baharu yesterday that the governnent would study the
possibility of an early el ection.

Predicting the election to be held in md-Cctober, Limsaid said the
party woul d be asking for an appointnent with the El ecti ons Commi ssion to
di scuss new saf eguards for the polls.

On the party's internal crisis, Limsaid he regretted forner nationa
vi ce-chairman Liew Ah Kim s statenent after the announcenment of the CEC
election results that there woul d be a "najor purge"” in the party soon
i nvol vi ng about 20 peopl e.

"What Ah Ki msaid yesterday was clearly ained at undermni ning public
confidence in the new DAP CEC, and the first breach of his word to the
congress yesterday that there would be a final and total end to the worst
crisis in the DAP's 32-year history," he said.

Limsaid an energency notion was presented to the DAP congress
yesterday calling for the expul sion of Liew, former national treasurer Fung
Ket Wng and former Pul au Pinang political education chief K Balasundram
"for a long catal ogue of anti-party activities and doi ng even worst danage
to the DAP than the MCA and Gerakan."

However, the notion was w thdrawn after Liew and Fung had told the
congress that there would be an end to the party's crisis and that they
woul d fully accept the verdict of the congress.

"Ah Ki mwoul d not be given another chance if he again breaks his word,"
Li m sai d.
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