05 JUN 1998
Mahat hir - DAP
KI T SI ANG PRACTI SES NEPOTI SM SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, June 5 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamrad t oday sai d DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang is practising
nepoti sme by putting famly interests first over the party's.

He said this when asked to comment on the DAP suspending two centra
executive comritte nenbers and renovi ng anot her yest erday.

Dr Mahathir said:"This is a kind of nepotism He picks his own son to
be his deputy.

"I'f others do it, he says it's nepotism" Dr Mahathir said at an
airport press conference on his return today froma five-day working visit
to Japan.

The DAP yesterday suspended Liew Ah Kimas party vice chai rman, Fung
Ket Wng as treasurer and renmoved We Choo Keong as its national publicity
secretary.

Earlier today, at a press conference in Petaling Jaya Li mdenied that
three party stalwarts were reportedly renmoved or suspended fromtheir posts
for criticising Limin connection with his son's recent court case.

The trio had al so reportedly expressed dissatisfaction over the
r oadshow organi sed by Limto attract public synpathy for Guan Eng who was
sentenced to 36 nonths inprisonnent for printing fal se news and inciting
t he public.

"For me, for a long tinme, when he brought his son to be a candidate in
the constituency he used to contest, an el enment of nepotismis already
there, alnost |ike cronyism" he said.

The prime mnister also said even the opposition should not have
attenpted to capitalise on the Guan Eng i ssue to discredit the country and
its judicial system
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