05/ 07/ 1998

Kit Siang supports PMon CPF w thdrawal s

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Opposition |leader LimKit Siang today came out in
support of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s statenent that
the Si ngapore Central Provident Fund should allow all Ml aysians to

wi thdraw their contributions when they quit their jobs and | eave the
republic.

Limwho is al so DAP secretary-general said the current practice of
permtting only Ml aysi ans from Sabah and Sarawak to w thdraw their
savings "is clearly discrimnating and divi ding Mal aysians into two
different categories."

"It is time the Singapore Governnent acknow edged that such
discrimnatory treatnment of Ml aysians fromthe peninsula and Sabah and
Sar awak, though a result of historic links, is now conpletely untenable,"
he said in a Press statenent.

An estimated 50, 000 Mal aysi ans are CPF nenbers with total savings of
about S$1 billion (RM2.5 billion).

At present, CPF allows workers of other nationalities and Ml aysi ans
from Sabah and Sarawak to withdraw their savings when they quit their job
and | eave Singapore.

However, those fromthe peninsula can nake full withdrawals only when
they reach 55 years and | eave Singapore pernanently. Alternatively, they
must be above 50 years ol d and have stopped working in Singapore for two
years before applying.

"I hope that the Singapore Cabinet at its neeting next week will make a
policy decision and announce that Ml aysians fromthe peninsula will be
treated |i ke Ml aysians from Sabah and Sarawak, and be allowed to wi thdraw
their CPF savings when they quit their jobs and | eave Singapore.

"This will also be a great gesture of good nei ghbourliness as Ml aysi a
isindire need of the RM.5 billion savings of its citizens in view of
the econoni c problens faced by the country,” he added.
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